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“O Holy Night” 


O holy night! the stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth; 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 

Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope the weary soul rejoices, 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn; 

Fall on your knees, Oh, hear the angel voices! 

O night divine, O night when Christ was born! 


Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, 
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand; 

So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 

Here came the wise men from Orient land. 

The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger, 

In all our trials born to be our friend; 

He knows our need, To our weakness is no stranger. 
Behold your King, before Him lowly bend! 


—Adolph Adam. 
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EDITORIAL 


——— 


“No Room In The Inn” 


But room is found somewhere else and we have 
the whole enchanting Christmas Story, centering 
around the Manger in Bethlehem. If we crowd 
Him out, there are others who will take Him in, 
and to these wise ones there will come the blessing 
that might have been ours. It is a most tragic 
thing, however, for those who have no room for 
the King. Weep not for the Christ Child, shut 
out of the Inn, but weep for the desolation of those 
who find no room for Him. 


We shut Him out today, as they did in Bethle- 
hem, and all our modern disasters come because 
we are that foolish or indifferent, or unbelieving. 


We leave Him out of our Business life and all 
is confusion, contention and strife. All our eco- 
nomic problems are due to the fact that we do 
not acknowledge Him or follow the principles He 
taught. A few have tried His Golden Rule in 
Business and found that it works. 


We are ashamed of Him in the United Nations, 
and the Council chamber becomes a place of 
bitter wrangling and selfish ambitions. How can 
we expect to find peace for a troubled and bleed- 
ing world when the Prince of Peace is not even 
invited to be present, much less preside, at the 
peace table? 


We try to build our Homes without Him. The 
tempests come, and our luxurious palaces become 
centers of bickering and quarreling, ending in 
broken homes and broken hearts. 


We even close our Church doors to the Head 
of the Church, and He stands outside, at the door, 
and knocks, and we, like the Laodiceans keep Him 
standing there. We think ourselves rich and in need 
of nothing, and do not realize that we are miser- 
able poor and blind and naked. 


We refuse Him entrance to our Hearts, and our 
lives are wasted and worn and sad, when His 
presence would make us so happy and contented 
and useful. 


Remember again, the loss is not His, but ours! 
We wax a little sentimental sometimes over the 
fact that we leave the Christ Child and the Christ 


Man outside in the cold, and we feel sorry for 
Him. If we had any sense we would pity ourselves 
and our stupidity. The inn-keeper would have been 
celebrated in poetry, painting, and song, if he had 
made room in his crowded inn for Mary and Joseph. 
As it was, the stable and the manger obtained 
the renown and the blessing which could have 
been his, for he had the first opportunity. 


Israel rejected Him and the Fullness of the Gen- 
tiles is coming in to fill up the seats around the 
Feast; for His Table will be filled. Many in Gospel- 
hardened America have no room for Him but those 
in heathen lands are rapidly taking their places. 
There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth by 
these foolish people when it is too late, and the 
door is shut. 


Let us not pity Mary and Joseph and the Babe: 
God took care of them in a most glorious way. 
Rather let us pity all those who in their folly find 
no room for Him in Heart, and Life, and Home: 
Yea, let us pity them. There is no Christmas when 
Christ is left out. 


What a Happy world our world would be in 
this year of our Lord 1948, if it would but re- 
ceive its Saviour and King! —J.K.P. 





Christmas For Christ 
(Luke 2:28-32) 


This theme, “Christmas For Christ,” is one chosen 
by a group of Dallas Texas laymen who mean to 
underwrite it by a Visitation Evangelism Cam- 
paign just before Christmas. It presents a high 
challenge to every one of us as we come to this 
season that can be blessed indeed. 


My thoughts turn to the Song out of the over- 
flowing heart of Simeon when he saw the long 
awaited Messiah Christ face to face. When men 
with steady gaze still look upon His face by faith 
their hearts break forth in glad and grateful 
praise. Matthew who says to mankind, “Behold 
your King,” tells the story of the regal visitors 
from the far east who in their “gold, frankincense 
and Myrrh” proclaimed Him King. Luke who says 
to his readers, “Behold the man,” tells us of the 
coming of the lowly shepherds. Later Luke also 
recites the radiant song of Simeon who certainly 
would underscore the theme—‘Christmas {0 
Christ” He sings of LIFE’S CLIMAX “Lord n0¥ 
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ettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace—mine 
eyes have seen Thy salvation.” 


The life of the Christian should never dwindle. 
This old man who had long peered into the future 
with his heart in his eyes, finds life’s crowning 
imax in this meeting in the temple. Hope has 
not put him to shame. God’s promises have not 
failed. Just a look into the eyes of the Christ 
Child and he is ready for the translation. All 
else is not enough for our soul without Him. 
Having Him all else matters little. Life rounds 
out to a true and exalted climax when men go 
the last mile of the way with Him. 


“Thou, O Christ, art all I want: 
More than all in Thee I find 
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, 
Heal the sick and lead the blind. 
Just and holy is Thy name; 
I am all unrighteousness; 
False and full of sin I am, 
Thou art full of truth and grace.” 





- He sings of Faith’s Reward. “According to Thy 


n gvord.” Simeon believed for rain all through the 

qq drought. The national defection of the chosen peo- 

h ple could not contravene the promises of God. This 

q grey temple had been degraded into a house of 

re pitieves_ but Simeon held fast to God and His 
word. The lights burned low and often flickered 
as though the darkness would conquer. Simeon 

n- fRseems to say; “I knew He would come.” All the 

he [prophets had proclaimed His coming and the Holy 

el- BSpirit had assured Simeon that he would see Him 

s@ Bbefore he saw death. 

as. 

by “Oh for a faith that will not Shrink 

he Though pressed by every foe, 

That will not tremble on the brink 

; Of any earthly woe. 

de: A faith that shines more bright and clear 

ot When tempests rage without; 

in That when in danger knows no fear, 


ne: In darkness feels no doubt.” 


1en 


He sings of Humanity’s Deliverance: “Thy sal- 
in 240n—before the face of all people.” All man- 
ree ed is included. From the giving of the Com- 
y mission the eyes of Christ are on the “uttermost 
part of the earth.” If Christ is central, if Christmas 
8 for Christ, then we must take Him and give 
im to all men near and far. Jesus Christ is the 
ily light and the available light to “lighten the 
entiles”: and though millions of them still refuse 


™ tim, He is: “The glory of (His) people Israel.” 
0 


n to “Jesus shall reign wher’er the sun 
‘am- Does His successive journeys run; 
high His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 





this Till moons shall wax and wane no more.” 


McPh. G. 


The Touch Of Gold 


Christmas speaks of the transforming power of 
he Lord Christ. He ennobles all that with which 
He Comes into contact. Christianity took up a 
ative passion that was limited, selfish, often mis- 
tected, impure, imperilling, and converted it 
" the mightiest force of the human person- 
'¥: Love. Christianity took over the family and 
¢ dwelling, to fashion of them the nearest ap- 
toach to Heaven upon earth: the Christian Home. 
‘stianity captured an annual festival in honor 
4 pagan god, Saturn, and transformed it into 
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the high point in the calendar of the civilized 
world: Christmas! 


Home, Love, and Christmas belong together. 
For Christmas is the festival of the family. It 
begins with The Child. It roots in Love. Child- 
likeness is its native air; Home is its habitat; giving 
is its life. But Home, Love, and Christmas are the 
world’s priceless possession only in Him. 


In ancient time the Philosopher’s Stone was 
sought as the marvellous agent to change baser 
elements into precious metal. The true fulfilment 
of the quest is in Him Who is the Tried Stone of 
Scripture, Who even today revolutionizes that 
which comes into contact with Him. Fabled King 
Midas received a fateful gift; but selfishly using 
it to transform all which he touched to gold, he 
found it only a curse. King Jesus by right possesses 
the gift of the touch of gold, a boon to all who 
will; for He transmutes all that which He touches 
the sordid, the sinful, the corrupt, into the gold 
of godliness, contentment, gain! 


Institutions and passions, the Christ still revolu- 
tionizes, if men invite His touch. How many re- 
fuse Him! What infinite loss! When first He 
came, there was no room for Him. In this His 
year 1948, there is room and to spare.—so often, 
for all save Him. Once in His Infancy, the Son 
of Man received their gifts: now, in His Glory, the 
Lord of men seeks the givers. The Magi of old 
brought presents: the wise of today bring them- 
selves . . . So, it’s Christmas again! Thus Chris- 
tianity took the festival of the Winter solstice from 
paganism; but the Christ returned it to all hu- 
manity as the day of all days, through His touch 
of gold. Home, Love, and Christmas may be cele- 
brated without Him,—they are possible. But they 
meet their fulness and are made life’s highest by 
His touch and presence. —R.F.G 


“Behold Your King!” 


No king He seemed to the leaders of Israel and 
to the mob they had incited to clamor for His 
death. No king He seemed to the Roman Governor 
as, pointing to Him, scourged and crowned with 
thorns and condemned to die, Pilate flung at them 
one last bitter jibe—“‘Behold your King!” 


But King He was, as the prophet had foretold: 
“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I 
will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a 
King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute 
judgment and justice in the earth. In His days 
Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: 
and this is His name whereby He shall be called, 
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 


King He was, as the Wise Men knew, when they 
asked, “Where is He that is born King of the 
Jews?” And King He was, and is—King of king- 
dom with boundaries transcending Jewish and all 
other national border lines—as Paul and Silas 
knew, who at Philippi were charged with turning 
the world upside down, “saying that there is an- 
other King, one Jesus.” 





Those who at Philippi brought that charge were 
disturbed, even as at Jerusalem Herod and all the 
city with him were troubled by the Magis’ ques- 
tion, just because it was a king whom the apostles 
proclaimed. Throughout Holy Scripture, it is king- 
ship that is ascribed to the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the ascription comes to its climax in the title given 
Him by both Paul and John, “King of kings and 
Lord of lords.” 
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King indeed He is, our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, but He is no more willingly acknowledged 
as King in this twentieth century than He was in 
the first century. Still the unbelieving world says 
of Him, as in one of His parables He declared that 
it would say, “We will not have this man to reign 
over us.” Even in the church, He is accorded in- 
stead of the kingship Holy Scripture gives Him, 
only the pre-eminence conceded Him by non- 
Christians for His flawless character and match- 
less gifts as a “teacher come from God.” 


Two men were walking home from a church 
service at which a minister of national fame had 
preached on the subject, ‘The Pre-eminent Christ.” 
One said, “That was a great sermon. How it exalt- 
ed the Lord Jesus Christ!” “It seemed to me,” 
said the other, “that its weakness was just there: 
it did not rightly exalt our Lord. He did come, as 
the preacher so eloquently showed, to be in His 
words and works an inexhaustible source of in- 
spiration in literature and art. He did come to be 
an unrivalled influence in the moral progress of 
mankind. He did come as the Master-Teacher by 
precept and example in the realm of religious 
truth. He did come as the unfailing and infallible 
Savior of the souls of men. But more than all this 
the world needs and God sent His Son to ac- 
complish. So not only was there an angel’s an- 
nouncement of His birth to Joseph, which named 
Him ‘Jesus for He shall save His people from 
their: sins’; there was also an angel’s announce- 
ment of His birth to Mary, which declared: ‘The 
Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His 
father David, and He shall reign over the house of 
Israel for ever, and of His kingdom there shall be 
no end.’ That is what this world desperately needs 
—the Lord Jesus Christ on that promised throne 
and all the kingdoms of this world become His 
kingdom.” 

That is what this world desperately needs, and 
the church ought to be saying so. But the church 
is itself too largely unconvinced that, as Paul 
and John and our Lord Himself said so plainly, 
His kingship is no figurative thing, no supremacy 
in the realm of spiritual truth, of morals, of re- 
ligion, but a reality of sovereign rule, the right to 
which is His now, the full exercise of which over a 
worldwide kingdom awaits His coming “in the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory”— 
to quote His own words. 


It has proved a serious and a costly thing to 
know and to proclaim less than the full Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ as King as well as Prophet 
and Priest. The worldliness and superficiality of 
religious life, the misdirection of religious efforts, 
to no small extent are explained by this omission 
of a vital part of the Gospel. 


As Prophet, our Lord is not refused eminence 
by the world, is accorded pre-eminence by the 
church. He is acclaimed a supreme teacher of the 
things of God, a supreme exemplar of the way to 
God. On this much, Moslem and Jew and Unitarian 
and unbeliever find a measure of agreement with 
Christian. He is second among the three supreme 
prophets of Islam, Mohammed ranking first and 
Moses third. He is given high place as one of 
Israel’s prophets by liberal Judaism. Unitarianism 
calls Him “our divinest symbol,” “most God-like 
of all men.’”’ Unbelief rarely denies His perfection 
of character or challenges His unique wisdom, but 
rather will admit, with John Stuart Mill, the 
possibility of His divine commission “to lead man- 
kind to truth and virtue.’’ Prophet and priest, yes. 
But King? 
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Certainly, King He says He is, coming to judge 
the world with inflexible justice, to rule the na. 
tions with the rod of iron the world must feel ere 
it can ever know the peace that comes only with 
righteousness. As such a King, He claims com. 
plete submission, full loyalty, utter devotion. He 
asserts that the destinies of all men depend upon 
the place they give to Him; that eternal life is to 
know Him, supreme happiness to love and serve 
Him. He insists that the proof of love for Him js 
self-abnegating service and uncompromising obe. 
dience to Him at whatever cost. Only a King, no 
merely human king at that, could make such 
claims and such demands. But is He such a King 
to us? 


Our Prophet—oh yes. “Never man spake like 
this man.” But we listen and heed or not as we 
please. Our Priest—oh yes. With “‘an unchangeable 
priesthood. Wherefore he is able also to save them 
to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, 
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for 
them.” But we have other things on hand just now 
of more interest than the use and enjoyment of 
that privilege of access to God, ours so freely at 
such cost to our Great High Priest. Our King? Js 
He really enthroned as such in our hearts? 


If it is not He who is enthroned as our King, 
then it is the Herod of self who rules in our life, 
That is why—because in so many lives He is not 
on the throne—tragedies far more terrible than 
the Judaean King’s slaughter of the babies of 
Bethlehem and its countryside have come upo 
the world of our day. That is why, after two such 
wars as the world never saw before, the threat of 
a third, more dreadful still, looms over us » 
ominously. 


What can we do about it? One thing there is 
which we not only can do, but had better do 
while we can. Let us not be of those who make 
up the vast majority, taking the whole world in 
view—those in whose heart the Herod of self has 
usurped that sovereignty which rightfully belongs 
only to Him who is Christ the King. Let us ir 
stead, like the Wise Men, ignoring every sugge 
tion of our Herod of self, bring to the King whos 
right it is the gold and frankincense and my 
of a fully surrendered life. —W. T. W 





“Wonderful” 


“His name shall be called Wonderful.” We tal 
much about the “Seven Wonders of the World’: 
the One Wonder of the World is Jesus, the Goé 
Man. His unique character sets Him apart 
the One Miracle in a world of miracles. 


Everything about Him is Wonderful: His \ 
ture, His Personality, His Character, His Worls 
His Words, His Sufferings, His Victory over Deal 
and the grave. Touch Him at any point and yo 
touch the Natural and the Supernatural; yo 
touch both Man and God. 


In our Christmas pictures we see a halo aroull 
His head: three Wonders surround Him, like § 
many haloes: the Wonder of His Cradle; the Won 
der of His Cross; the Wonder of His Crown. 


I. The Wonder of His Cradle. It is not the cram 
but what the cradle holds that makes it wonderil 
that it is HIS cradle. It is true that few babi 
have had a manger for a cradle, no other cra 
in all the world held the new-born Babe, the ™ 
of God. That God should become man—Immale 
—is marvellous indeed, but that God became ™ 
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in just this way, born of a woman, born under the 


law, born in such a lowly state and place—here 
isa wonder of wonders. 


No miracle He ever performed after He went 
forth to heal is comparable to the Miracle of the 
Incarnation—the Virgin Birth of our Lord. Here 
was indeed a Wonderful Babe and this makes 
the Wonder of His Cradle. 


Il. The Wonder of His Cross. Again, it is not 
the Cross in itself, but the fact that it is HIS 
Cross. The Wonder is in the One Who hangs upon 
the Cross of Calvary. There were three crosses 
on that hill, but only one was wonderful. 


That God should die for man—the Creator for 
the creature—is Amazing Grace. It is most natural 
that so many of our beautiful hymns center in the 
Cross. 


As they watched Him there—those first spec- 
tators—they little realized the tremendous import 
of that tragic scene. It was only later when these 
sow of heart and mind to believe, were enlight- 
ened by the Holy Spirit that they understood the 
meaning of the Cross. Then as they re-read the 
Old Testament Scriptures interpreted by the Spirit, 
the true significance of it all took possession of 
their souls. They then understood that Christ died 
for their sins according to the Scriptures; that 
He made a complete atonement. 


Yes, above Pilate’s inscription let us write this 
name: Wonderful! 


III. The Wonder of His Crown. Once again, it is 
not a crown we marvel at but HIS Crown. 


There have been many costly and brilliant 
crowns worn by earthly monarchs, but none like 
His On His head are many crowns (diadems): 
the Crown of Perfect Manhood; of Infinite Wis- 
dom; of Almighty Power; of Unselfish Service; of 
Boundless Love; of Unequelled Suffering; of Uni- 
versal Dominion. 


He rose triumphant over Death; He ascended 
to the right hand of His Father; He reigns in the 
Kingdom of Grace over millions of Saved Sinners, 


jo others are continually coming into the King- 
om. 


His Kingdom of Glory is hastening on, when He 
shall return in the glory of His Father with the 
holy angels. The “Crowning Day is coming by and 
by,” and no coronation in all history will be like 
His “Crowning Day.” Every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess Him as King of Kings and 
lord of Lords, to the praise and glory of God. 


“His Name shall be called Wonderful,” 

“Precious Name, Oh how sweet, 

Hope of earth, and joy of heaven.” 
—J.K.P. 





“Modern Science And 
Christian Faith” 


Some months ago we called the attention of our 
teaders to The American Scientific Affiliation, a 
toup of Christian scientists who have organized 
to bear a testimony in their separate fields to 
evangelical Christianity. 
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Twelve of these scientists have now collaborated 
in the writing of a book, “Modern Science and 
Christian Faith’* and we heartily commend this 
book to students, teachers and parents. 


These men are real scientists and real Chris- 
tians. They are men of broad scholarship, holders 
of the highest degrees conferred by some of our 
outstanding educational institutions. 


The first chapter is entitled, “A Christian In- 
terpretation of Science” and is written by Dr. 
Roger J. Voskuyl, Dean of Wheaton College. Dr. 
Voskuyl received his A.B. degree from Hope Col- 
lege and his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from Harvard 
University, all in chemistry. He assisted in the 
Manhattan Project in the field of “heavy hy- 
drogen” and is a member of the leading Chemical 
and Scientific societies in America. 


When men such as these, writing in the fields of 
Astronomy, Geology, Biology, Physics, Chemistry 
and Archaeology, affirm their faith in the “au- 
thenticity, historicity and scientific aspects of the 
Holy Scriptures in order that the faith of many in 
the Lord Jesus Christ may be firmly established,” 
we can but thank God and take courage. 


Our generation has been plagued by the false 
assumptions and philosophies of men who have 
placed the wisdom of this world above the revela- 
tion of God; teaching theories as facts and rele- 
gating to the limbo of ignorance those who have 
contended that true scientific discoveries and the 
Bible have always harmonized. 


For this reason a book such as this will prove 
a blessing, to college and university students as 
well as others. We were recently talking to a 
fellow physician, a true Christian, who was dis- 
turbed by what he felt to be the conflict between 
the findings of Geology and the Genesis account 
of Creation. When we called his attention to the 
fact that there was probably a great hiatus of time 
between the first and second verses of the first 
Chapter of Genesis, involving millions of years, 
he was frankly delighted and intrigued. Just so, 
while there are many problems we will probably 
not solve this side of Heaven, when we do “solve” 
them we will find that God’s Word has been 
accurate all the way through. —L.N.B. 


*Published by The Van Kampen Press. May be 
ordered from The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Company, Weaverville, N. C. Price $3.00. 





Decision Day 


Sunday, December 26th, has been designated 
“Decision Day” in the Southern Presbyterian Church 
by our General Assembly. While it is dangerous 
for a person, who is not a Christian, to postpone 
until a certain day his acceptance of Christ as 
Saviour and Lord, it is good for us to observe 
such days, and endeavor to capitalize on them 
for the glory of God, and for the Salvation of 
souls. 

To those considering a decision for Christ for 
the first time, and to those seeking to lead oth- 
ers to a decision, we should like to sound a word 
of warning. Paul in Romans 8:9 says, “Now if any 
man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of His.’”’ Christ has set the requirements for mem- 
bership in His Church, and we must not change 
these requirements. In this day of compromise 
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and shallow thinking many are lowering the stand- 
ards, or adulterating them to such an extent that 
Christ would not recognize them. 


For instance, there are some who confuse a 
good moral life with being a true Christian. A good 
moral life is the fruit of a genuine faith in Christ, 
but it is not a substitute for that faith. The review 
of a recently published book on the life of Ma- 
hatma Gandhi states in substance that Gandhi was 
not a Christian from the standpoint of a faith in 
Christ as Lord and Saviour, but that he was the 
most Christian person of our day. How absurd! 
While it is not my purpose to judge anyone, may 
I remind the thousands who applaud such a book, 
or who think with the author, of the solemn words 
of our text, “If any man hath not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of His.” 


Others today confuse education and Christianity. 
I believe in education, and have always been in 
accord with the Presbyterian emphasis on an edu- 
cated ministry and an educated people. But a 
man may have the highest education the colleges 
or universities of this land, or other lands, may 
offer, and still perish. Some of the most vicious 
criminals of our day are college graduates. To 
the learned, as well as the unlearned, we must 
hold up the standard. “If any man hath not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” 


Culture, respectability, attractive personalities 
are often mistaken for Christian profession. These 
are good characteristics, but they can never be 
sufficient in themselves to gain an entrance into 
the Kingdom of God for their possessors. Even 
as an educated, cultured, or morally clean cater- 
pillar cannot fly until transformed into a butterfly 
by the miracle of God’s power, so the good man 
cannot enter the Kingdom of God until trans- 
formed by the miracle of God’s redeeming grace. 
“If any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is 
none of His,” should be presented prayerfully and 
clearly before all who are considering a decision 
for Christ at this holy Christmas season. 


—C. G. McC. 





Sex Education 


Should sex education be given in schools? The 
answer is an emphatic NO! For this answer there 
is absolute proof for all who will honestly consider 
the matter. 


The trouble with young people today is not a 
lack of sex knowledge but an overemphasis on sex 
to be found everywhere. To provide sex education 
in schools is the crowning folly of a generation 
already sex conscious to the point that it domi- 
nates both literature and art. 


Leaving out the Christian aspects of this issue, 
it is poor psychology. Pouring oil on a fire to 
quench it is just as logical a procedure as sex edu- 
cation in schools. 


The Dec. 4th issue of “Colliers Magazine” has 
as its leading article one entitled “Sex In Our 
High Schools.” In this the statement is made that 
50,000 high school girls become pregnant each year 
here in America. Speaking as a physician this must 
mean an infinitely higher rate of immorality. 


Will the teaching of sex to these precious young 
people decrease their thoughts and desires with 
reference to sex? It would seem that even the 
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least informed would see that it is but adding 
their problem. In fact, one fine girl is quoted 4; 
saying after seeing an educational film on sex— 
“They still did not show how not to get pregnant.” 


The writer is aware that this is a delicate sy}. 
ject and one which may offend some. But, it is, 
tragic fact that this over-emphasis on sex in oy 
national life—books, magazines, moving picture 
and now in education—has in it the seeds of com. 
plete national decay and destruction. A study of 
the history of the decline and fall of other na. 
tions proves this fact. 


More than that, it is a problem the solution of 
which lies entirely within the realm of the Chris. 
tian religion. The Church has in large measure 
centered her programs for young people on racial 
economic and political issues and blithely ignored 
the personal problems of life with which each boy 
and girl is surrounded. 


Several years ago we wrote an editorial entitled, 
“Blowing Out Sparks at a Three-Alarm Fire,” (§. 
P. Journal, October 1944), and later one entitled, 
“The Bible And Sex,” (S. P. Journal, Jan. 15th 
1947). We believe the arguments in both of these 
editorials to still be valid. 


The great need of young people is a personal 
experience of the saving and keeping power o! 
Jesus Christ. This is still the primary task of the 
Church. Do not add to their personal problems by 
the further emphasis involved in sex education. 
‘We believe such teaching to be utterly at variance 
with Christian wisdom and therefore inimicable 
to the best interests of young people.—L.N.B. 





Europe’s Saddest Spot 


“The saddest spot in Europe with respect to re 
ligious freedom is Spain.” This was the statement 
made by Dr. John S. Bonnell, pastor of Fifth 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, on his return to 
London after a visit to the continent of Europe 
He also stated that “as a Protestant clergyman 
I would prefer today to be preaching in Prague 
behind the iron curtain than in any city in Spain.” 
Behind the persecution of Protestants, he saif, 
was the Roman Catholic Church. 


What Dr. Bonnell has been saying is not new 
to Christian people who have been in touch with 
the situation as it exists in Spain today. They 
have known for a long time that the Vatican wa 
out to stamp Protestantism from Spain as it woul 
stamp it out from every country in the world did 
it only have the power. That is all that it lacks a 
the present time. The will is there to do it 2 
(Canada and the United States but not the power— 
not yet. We hope that Dr. Bonnell will inform 
his fashionable congregation in New York regard 
ing what he found in Spain. We could not help 
but notice that the story of the New York prelate 
was discreetly buried on the inside of Toronto’ 
morning newspaper, though had the situation bee 
reversed and Roman Catholics been persecuted by 
Protestants and their churches burned it would 
have been front page stuff with a vengeance. But 
that is what we have to expect today. For some 
reason or other Rome lays its cold, clammy hat 
upon most newspapers, and is able to have playe 
down if not suppressed everything that is immc 
to her interests. Spain is a perfect example of whi! 
happens to any country where this devilish syste? 
rules. The amazing thing is that men and womel 
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are so blind to the facts of past and contemporary 
history and think that Rome has changed. Spain 
js an illustration of the fact that she has not 
changed nor will change until the Lord Himself 
wipes the evil system and its vile works from the 
earth. 







The Evangelical Christian, Toronto. 











Mass Evangelism 


When properly conducted, mass evangelism is 
still a valid and effective means of soul winning. 
In fact, there are some who will never be reached 
in any other way, and, because of them, such 
meetings are more than justified. 














Late in 1947 the Ministerial Association of Au- 
gusta, Ga., invited Rev. Billy Graham to hold a 
city-wide evangelistic campaign. These meetings 
were held in October 1948 for a period of seven- 
teen days in the city auditorium. In addition daily 
radio broadcasts were made over local stations. 



































Mr. Graham brought with him Beverly Shea, 
nationally known singer and Mr. and Mrs. Cliff 
Barrows as song leader and pianist. Their radiant 
Christian personalities added much to the success 
of the meetings. 












































f the The capacity crowds which again and again 
ns by filled this large auditorium gave ample evidence 
ation. @ that people are still hungry for the simple Gospel 








messages which were brought night after night. 











It is easy, I think, to vindicate this type of city- 
wide revival and evangelistic meeting. Four cogent 
arguments in favor of such a meeting are as fol- 
lows: 


























1. Such a meeting gives the ministers and 


























































































































to re churches an occasion for working and praying to- 
emeni ® gether beforehand on matters of primary spiritual 
Fifth importance. In our case, the ministers met for 
in WH several Wednesday breakfasts and we felt a bless- 
‘urope @ ing from such concerted prayer. In addition, there 
gymal ® were scores of cottage prayer meetings held all 
fe across the city. 
> “ . 
ol 2. This type of effort, because of the advertis- 
ing and planning involved, tends to focus the think- 
ing of a community on spiritual concerns and 
t news creates a momentum of interest which attracts 
h with} unsaved people and indifferent church members 
They® to a neutral meeting place and brings them under 
an Wa the sound of the Gospel and into the atmosphere 
a of earnest praying Christians. 
r. 
acks at 38. The meeting also serves to remind thousands 
> it nf f people of the critical importance of decision in 
ower-f ‘eligion. It is difficult to estimate how many thou- 
inform Sands of people came at sometime or other to the 
regari-§ Augusta meeting, but I think I am not exaggerat- 
ot help ‘2g when I say that perhaps half the white popu- 
prelate ‘ation, of 30,000 people, were brought face to face 
pronto’ With the inevitability of choice; that is, of accept- 
on beet Mg or rejecting Christ. 
uted ¥ _ 4. The actual visible results justify such a meet- 
aa ing. There were about 1,200 signed decision cards. 





Many of these were of people seeking assurance 
of salvation. The others were of people making 
first-time decisions. In my own church there were 
20 or 25 who went forward, seeking primarily 
assurance of salvation. Also, I had the privilege 
of baptizing two or three as a direct result of the 
meeting. No one, of course, can measure the in- 
Visible results. 
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The writer personally deeply enjoyed and ap- 
preciated Billy Graham’s ministry. He and his 
helpers are so unspoiled and fresh and above all, 
clean in money matters. They left a sweet memory 


in Augusta. —C.N.W. III. 





Pleasing Men—Or God! 


Every day we read in the press warnings of the 
danger of appeasing Russia, of repeating with re- 
gard to the Berlin crisis the essential mistake of 
Munich about a decade ago. Such appeasement is 
considered perilous in view of the aggressive na- 
ture of the Soviet government, and of the seem- 
ing antithesis between democracy and totalitarian- 
ism. To a far larger degree is the organized Church 
in the present age in danger of appeasing Satan 
and compromising with the world over which he 
holds sway. I mention the “organized Church,” for 
God’s true Church, His own redeemed people, 
though often imperiled, are yet surely His, and 
faithful even in our day of growing unbelief and 
secularism. There is an increasing tendency for the 
organized Church, in its strategy, to follow the 
lines of appeasement, compromise, and adjustment 
to the world, instead of seeking the approval of 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It 
is almost, in many places, forgotten that there 
is a battle on ’twixt God and Satan, truth and 
falsehood, right and wrong. The Church, too fre- 
quently, is seeking to win the world by compromise 
with the world, by conforming to the world, as 
though reconciliation could come in that way. 


Through this appeasement the Church has been 
invaded by unbelief, and infiltrated with worldli- 
ness. She finds herself so powerless today against 
a rising secularism because of secularism’s beach- 
head within her own soul. She has become too 
ineffectively negative, silent on the great distinc- 
tive tenets of the supernatural Gospel, unable to 
make virile moral and spiritual demands on her 
own membership, or call them to high standards. 
She is likely to speak only the truths that will 
please the modern man. Instead of God’s truth 
that sticks in the mind and heart like an arrow, 
she tends to speak smooth and flattering words. 
Flowery phrases and indulgent attitudes take the 
place of the Word of God, which is the Sword of 
the Spirit, piercing into the heart to eradicate 
poison and bring healing and salvation. 


A certain writer in a recent correspondence 
column of the Christian Century illustrates this 
contradiction within the Church. He writes: “I can- 
not honestly say that I believe in God. Neither do 
I disbelieve. It is simply that I have had no mystic 
experience myself, and it would hardly be re- 
spectable for me to ride on another’s. For that 
matter, I cannot say that I believe, or disbelieve, 
in life after death. I just don’t know of any re- 
liable modern witnesses that have brought reports 
of it.” He tells of moving a few years ago to Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, and of discovering that the humani- 
tarian causes he wanted to support centered in 
the evangelical churches and their members. He 
told the minister who called on him of his lack of 
faith. The minister answered: “Come on in; there 
are some fights brewing on moral issues in which 
we need your right arm, but in the interest of 
tranquility don’t talk theology with a few of my 
oldest members.” So he sent for his long dormant 
membership letter and joined the church! He writes 
that he is interested in the young people’s pro- 
gram which is building a sound foundation (?) of 
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ethics and adjustment, but manages to stay home, 
without explanation, on communion Sunday. 


St. Paul would never have invited anyone 
into the Church on this basis. To him there was 
only one Gospel, and all who preached another 
were anathema. The early Church did not welcome 
people in promiscuously to curry popular favor. It 
did not seek to “stand in” with the authorities of 
its day, and was not afraid of public opinion. The 
apostles were not willing to compromise their 
message or their life for the sake of the crowd. 
In that sense they were negative. Over against the 
world they set forth a mighty “No,” built upon the 
eternal “Yes” in Christ Jesus. They were not 
afraid to speak against the world, its unbelief or 
its corruption. They did not dilute or water down 
the distinctiveness of God’s Word, in order to 
please men. They knew Jesus had sent them forth 
to be light, light that dazzles and reveals, that ex- 
poses and makes uncomfortable. They knew that 
those who did evil, as Jesus had said, would hate 
the light, and seek to put it out. But they were not 
going to be a party to that extinction. 


The Church will never be wholeheartedly popular 
with the world, or accepted by public opinion, if 
she is true to her Lord and His mission for her. 
Jesus has told us that if we are faithful to Him we 
can expect hatred and opposition. Said He, if 
they have hated and persecuted Me, they will hate 
and persecute you also; “the servant is not above 
his Lord.’”? The world has not changed since His 
day. The Gospel of Christ is still alien on this 
earth, representing another kingdom and another 
King. He was not of this world, nor are we, if we 
are His. The very word for Church in Greek, ec- 
clesia, refers to those called out, out of darkness, 
out of sin, out of rebellion against God. Our mes- 
sage is not pleasing to the natural, the “modern,” 
man. The Cross, set forth in its glory and fulness, 
is still a stumblingblock and foolishness to hearts 
that are proud, self-satisfied, unsurrendered. Let 
us have no illusions about this. The world still 
looks for some secular saviour to change its con- 
ditions without changing its heart, like Israel ages 
ago longed for an earthly Messiah. But what 
the world of any age needs is not some ‘“‘new look” 
or face lifting, patching up or painting over, or 
changing of social conditions, but radical indi- 
vidual regeneration, which comes alone through 
Christ and His Gospel. Our business is not to ad- 
just our message and program to the world’s fancy, 
but to turn the world upside down and get it 
right with God. Our final test is not before the 
bar of public opinion, but before the judgment 
seat of Christ. —tThe Church Herald. 





Modernistic Infidelity 
From Militant Youth 


Like the sly, subtle, treacherous beast of the 
jungle, ready to pounce on its prey, the mod- 
ernistic, socialistic leadership of the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches has undermined the Patriotism and 
destroyed the spirituality of millions of “sleep- 
ing’ church members throughout America. 


The average church member takes his “re- 
ligion” as a matter of course. He does not spend 
the necessary time and effort to investigate and 
find out for himself just what is going on. His 
“Christianity” is simply a matter of form. He 
does not feel the definite burden of a personal 


— 


relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. He is “to 
busy” to put first things first. 


If he is in a church or denomination that js 
controlled by modernistic leadership, he is not 
able to discern the truth from error and right 
from wrong, therefore the “social gospel” of mod- 
ernistic infidelity sounds very beautiful to him. 


The modernistic preacher, substituting reforma- 
tion for regeneration, denying the fundamental 
truths of the Word of God and seeking to “make 
over” America into a Social-Communistic economy, 
is the greatest enemy with whom Bible-believing 
Christians and liberty-loving Americans are faced 
these days. 


The most dangerous saboteur in America is the 
religious fifth columnist—the apostate preacher 
who rejects the Holy Bible as the inspired Word 
of God, denies the Genesis account of creation, 
the virgin birth of the Lord Jesus Christ and the 
blood atonement. 


Having no gospel, no message, no foundation 
as a minister of Christ, it is easy to see how the 
infidel in the pulpit usually starts theorizing on 
social, economic and political issues—the basic 
principles about which he knows absolutely nothing 
—and whether he realizes it or not, soon becomes 
a channel for the pacifist, internationalist, Social- 
ist and Communist propaganda. 


Today, the Federal Council of Churches is operat- 
ing as the fountain-head of the Modernistic and 
Socialistic propaganda that is being channeled into 
the religious institutions of America. 


If there ever was a time when loyal, God-called 
ministers of the Gospel and born-again Christians 
need to assert themselves and “‘cry aloud and spare 
not,” that time is now! 





BULLETIN 
NEWS FLASH 


“English New Testaments urgently needed for 
student work by our missionaries in Nagoya, Japan. 
Small copies, used or new, like those given to 
soldiers and sailors are ideal. 


“Mrs. Smythe and I are both desperately in 
need of English New Testaments for our Bible 
classes. I do not believe there is any probability 
of our getting more than we need. We’ve exhaust- 
ed the supplies in the Army Chaplains’ offices and 
in the bookstores.” 

Margaret Archibald, 


Missionary in Japan. 


Send Bibles and Testaments to: Educational De- 
partment, Executive Committee of Foreign Mis 
sions, 118 Sixteenth Avenue, South, Nashville 4, 
Tenn., marked “Bibles For Japan” for shipping t0 
our missionaries in Japan. 





“FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “OPEN WINDOWS OF HEAVEN’ 
for each family in his congregation providing he 
will agree to give a talk on TITHING before dis- 
tribution. Write stating number of leaflets de 
sired to: TITHER, 417-SP South Hill Street, 
Los Angeles 13, California.” 








— 
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Christmas: The Clue To 
Life’s Meaning 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur 






Over the world today men are facing a sense of 
frustration and futility. Crushed with two great 
wars Europe stands in jeopardy of a third. The 
English have less food and less clothes than 
during the war. Austerity governs every phase 
of their planned economy. And a sense of numb- 
ing nihilism brings from some the bitter cry: Is 
this world only a cemetery? 


Our lot has been easier, sometimes too easy. 
Often we have surfeited ourselves on plenty and 
assumed that we were the architects of our own 
fate, the captains of our own salvation. In the 
thrill of American accomplishments we have fancied 
we could go it alone. But a program that starts 
without God ends in disillusion and disaster. 


Christmas comes to remind us that God is, that 
God has come into our human life and stood where 
we stand in order to meet us and to face our 
problems with us. The Word who was God eternally 
became also man and dwelt among us in Jesus 
Christ. As we come face to face with Jesus Christ 
this sense of frustration disappears. Life is no 
longer futile, it has a purpose and a meaning. 
Christ is the clue to the meaning of life. 


The Lord of glory took the lot of a carpenter 
and the cross of a criminal. He was born in a 
stable, cradled in a manger, reared in a town 
with a bad reputation. His life was that of a 
humble provincial in a subject nation. Any soldier 
travelling the highway could stop Him and force 
Him to desist from His own plans and carry the 
soldier’s pack a mile. He was subject to double 
taxation, the Temple tax of Jerusalem and the 
civil exactions for Rome. He earned a hard living 
with the tools of the carpenter making yoke for 
oxen, sills for barns, building and repairing homes. 


His favorite self-designation was the Son of 
Man a term which both identified Him with us 
and yet spoke of the heavenly glory from which 
e came. Daniel had seen the Son of Man coming 
with the clouds of a Divine theophany and sharing 
the Throne of the Ancient of Days. But at Jesus’ 
baptism the Voice of His Father described Him as 
the servant in whom the Father was well pleased. 
And so our Lord accepted His Father’s word and 
lived among us as one that served. He went about 
doing good. Even the heavenly Son of Man came 
to earth not to be served, but to serve and to give 
His life a ransom instead of the many. He who 
Was in the form of God assumed the form of a 


Servant and was made in the likeness of us sinful 
men. 


No lot was too lowly, no suffering too great, no 
cup too bitter for Him when it came from the 
ather’s hand. Whether it was obeying parents 
who did not always understand, serving men who 
were not worthy to loose the latchet of His shoes, 
or clinging in naked faith to God as His own God 
through the agony of Calvary He found and 
followed the thread of life’s purpose. In Him su- 


| Preme goodness was put to supreme humiliation, 


ut it w 


th as for a supremely worthwhile purpose— 


€ glory of God and the salvation of men. 


... Georgia 





And so life is not just a jumble. Even its handi- 
caps and its limitations have a purpose. Scarce 
one among us has travelled as little as Jesus did 
in the days of His flesh. Since God did live our 
life as a child in a humble home, as a laborer 
with His hands, as a wandering teacher, as a suf- 
ferer dying to save His fellows, our lives can no 
longer be meaningless. God who clothes the lilies 
and numbers the tiny sparrows has a purpose for 
my life also. Life can no longer be merely sordid 
or drab or commonplace when we hear the angels 
singing over Bethlehem’s manger: 


Glory to God in the highest and (here) on 
earth, 


Peace among men of His good will. 


Life’s meaning was etched in letters of light when 
our Lord said: “Even the Son of Man came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give 
His life a ransom for many.” 


There was no birth more lowly than that of the 
Babe of Bethlehem, no city with a more unsavory 
reputation than Nazareth, no task more menial 
than a Galilean carpenter, no death more cursed 
than the death on the tree—but He glorified God 
at every step in every place. Where God has 


placed me, I also can live for others and serve 
for His glory. 


In my place I serve the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Lord knew the Father 
and His love. That was the charm that put a song 
in His life and joy in His heart as the storm 
clouds of Calvary gathered about His head. In the 
stern crucible of life blossomed the flower of a 
faith that never faded. No human life has ever 
had so hard a path marked out for it. But over 
the darkest defile of His ministry shone the star 
of the Father’s love. “Therefore doth my Father 
love Me; because I lay down My life that I may 
take it again.” The greatest love we can imagine 
is Christ’s love in laying down His life for us. 
And yet the Saviour thought of the Father’s love 
as towering over His love as its example and its 
inspiration: “As the Father hath loved Me, so have 
I loved you.” Through the blackness of the Cross 
He held on to God: “My God—My God—why 
hast Thou forsaken Me ... It is finished ... Father 
into Thy hands I commit My spirit.” The sun that 
rose on the life of this Child was the Father’s love 
and care, the ray that guided His life was the 
assurance of His blessed kindness, the darkness 
that covered all the earth from the third to the 
ninth hour never quenched His faith in the Father. 


In that the heavenly Father gave for us and 
for our salvation His only begotten Son, in the life 
of that Son, in His death for our sins and His 
resurrection for our justification, in His inter- 
cession for our salvation and His Coming for our 
glorification we know that God is love. Jesus’ 
word is: “He that hath seen Me hath seen the 
Father . . . I and My Father are one.” By lean- 
ing on Jesus’ breast John learned that God is 
love. And life is meaningful when we keep our- 
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selves in the love of God. In Christ we live in the 
Kingdom of grace under the sceptre of the Son 
of God’s love. We are not subjects living under a 
tyranny of law. Our heavenly Father is no awful 
taskmaster with a whip ever poised for our punish- 
ment and a mace raised for our destruction. We 
live as children in the home of the heavenly 
Father who is kinder and wiser than any earthly 
parent—yes and more patient and considerate and 
tender toward us than we are toward our best 
beloved. And life has the thrill of living under 
the banner of God’s love, trusting our all to His 
everlasting arms. 


The human life that Christ lived among us was 
adequate for the exacting calls which were made 
upon it, because God gave not the Spirit by 
measure to Him. And when we cease vainly striv- 
ing to match words against things, we need the 
Spirit within. Not by might or by an army, but 
by My Spirit, saith the Lord. Now our Lord Jesus 
Christ received the Spirit to live the good life, in 
order that we might have that same enabling 
grace. In the fullness of the Spirit He met Satan’s 
every thrust and conquered evil. Then to remove 
the obstructions built by our guilt He took our 
penalty, and gave us His righteousness. He was 
made a curse for us that we might receive the 
blessing of Abraham, the promise of the Spirit. 


The risen Lord bade Mary Magdalene to cease 
to cling to Him. He was no longer to be tied to 
one place or one group. He ascended to the right 
hand of God that by His Spirit He might be with 
us in all places and groups. In every place He is 
our Emmanuel. The ascended Lord became the 
life-giving Spirit. At Pentecost He poured forth 
the Spirit upon every one of His disciples, old and 
young, male and female, high and low. 


The word Christian means Anointed with the 
Spirit. A Christian believer is not one who is 
swallowed up in God and has lost His responsi- 
bility. Neither is He one who has to meet all 








—= 


the calls of life alone. He is one in whom the living 
Christ lives and acts by His Spirit. And by this 
working of God in man, the fruits of the Spirit 
appear: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, meekness, faithfulness, and temperance, 
Because of all Christ did for us, the Spirit is avail- 
able to everyone who calls. Wherever there is a 
broken heart to be comforted there is the gracious 
Holy Spirit. The penitent Psalmist prays: Take 
not Thy Spirit from me, and restore unto me 
the joy of Thy Salvation. 


When some of our soldiers took the wings of 
the morning and flew to the uttermost parts of 
the sea, the Lord was there and His right hand 
upheld them. He covered their heads in the day of 
battle and His protecting arm brought them back 
to us. Ever and anon, as we tread the dusty way 
of life there comes again the fragrance of His 
promise; “Lo, I am with you always.” Since He 
has said, “I will never leave Thee nor forsake 
Thee,” we may boldly say, “I will not fear what 
man shall do unto me.”’ The support in His ever 
sustaining power banishes anxiety. “I will never 
fail to uphold thee.” “I will uphold thee by my 
righteous, omnipotent hand.” “Be strong and of 
good courage.” 


Here one is never left alone, “I will never for- 
sake thee.’”’ His Presence will go with us and give 
us inner peace. Then, here is a companion who is 
not fickle, who will not cherish us in the romance 
of youth and then cast us off in the ills of age. 
For this companion is Jesus Christ, the same yes- 
terday, today and forever. 


Yes, Christmas is the clue to life’s meaning. Life 
has a purpose when we are marching to the re- 
frain of His example. Life has a lift when we are 
serving under the banner of His Kingdom of love. 
Life has a power when the Spirit is working in us 
to will and to do of His good pleasure. Life has a 
cure for loneliness and a charm against anxiety 
when it is lived in the strength of His Presence. 





Dancing And The Born-Again 
Christian 


By Chalmers W. Alexander 
Elder In First Presbyterian Church 


Jackson .. 


The modern dance is reported to have been 
brought originally into this country from the more 
disreputable “honky-tonks” of some of the cities 
of South America. One of the places where it first 
flourished in the United States was New Orleans, 
long the pleasure capitol of the South. And it 
was in and around the old brothel section of New 
Orleans that jazz music had its origin, at ap- 
proximately the beginning of the present century. 


Since those early days, modern dancing has 
shaken off its rowdiness and become more refined. 
It has acquired an air of propriety and respec- 
tability, and it is now a national institution. 

But in spite of this, I have never yet heard an 
effective, spiritual evangelist—and I have heard 
many of them—who has ever expressed approval 
of modern dancing as a pastime or recreation 


— fit or acceptable for the born-again Chris- 
ian. 


- Mississippi 


One of the greatest and most influential Bible 


teachers in this country is Dr. William Evans, 
Ph.D., D.D., that eloquent minister from Los 
Angeles. He has had a very broad experience 


in spiritual matters among Christians in practically 
every one of the forty-eight States. In his ad- 
mirable little book entitled The Christian: His 
Creed and Conduct (Moody Press, Chicago), Dr. 
Evans has this to say, among other things, con- 
cerning dancing: “The modern dance is mos 
certainly not conducive to morality. Its dress, its 
pose, the close mingling of the sexes, can by 20 
means be interpreted as ministering to the morality 
of its devotees . . . The privileges allowed and 
taken in the ballroom would not be allowed for 
an instant outside of it without serious conse 
quences following.” 


Probably no Christian worker of our day has 
had a wider experience among Christian young 











Dec. | 











i 



































































boos 








people 
He w 
an 0: 
War 
enter¢ 
princi 
peopl 
tracti 
heard 
stratu 
ignor: 
know 
which 
peopl 
Man 
York 
regar 
danci 
if me 
but y 
soon 
woul 
‘that 
inflar 
and | 
danci 
“- 
spons 
Alas, 
its h 
upon 
mess; 
fritte 
time 
King 
ough 


“— 
not 
happ 
a hon 
limit 
affai 
fire? 
Ht is 
are | 
'prod 
‘Ment 
belie 
Psand; 




































































‘Dec. 15, 1948 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





Page ll 





—_ 











DECATUR 








the best Christian atmosphere. 


Its enrollment for September, 1949, 












| AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE 


A college for women with the highest educational recognition which earnestly seeks to maintain 


is already advanced. Applicants should file papers early. 
A competitive contest with important awards is offered each year. 


For Information Address: President J. R. McCain 


GEORGIA 








people than had the late Captain Reginald Wallis. 
'He was a product of Harrow; and he served as 
an officer in the British Army during World 
War I. At the conclusion of that conflict, he 
entered as a layman into full-time Christian work, 
principally of an evangelical nature, among young 
people. Captain Wallis was one of the most at- 
tractive speakers for the Lord that I have ever 
heard. He touched people in practically every 
stratum of society: the poor and the rich, the 
ignorant and the educated. He had an intimate 
knowledge and understanding of those things 
which hinder spiritual development among young 
people. And in his splendid little book, The New 
Man (Loizeaux Brothers, Bible Truth Depot, New 
York City), Captain Wallis gave this testimony in 
regard to dancing: “Suppose we eliminate mixed 
dancing. This purpose will be served as effectively 
if men dance with men, and women with women; 
but you know what would happen! Dancing would 
soon be a matter of history and the Dancing Halls 
would put up the shutters! No, it is a sad truth 
that nothing has been more used of the Devil to 
inflame carnal passions, blight the hopes of young 


_ promising lives, and ruin precious souls, than 
ancing ... 





















“As a Christian it is your privilege and re- 
sponsibility to bring dying souls to the Saviour. 
Alas, the great professing Church has leaped from 
its holy commission, and the Lord is depending 
upon the truly ‘born again’ few to spread the 
message and burn out for Him. Is it consistent to 
fritter away hours at a time in the ballroom?— 
ime that might be spent in the interests of the 
Kingdom of God, and, in some cases, time that 
ought to be spent in needed sleep and rest? ... 


“There are some professing Christians who do 
hot dance in the public ballroom, but are quite 
‘appy to arrange a private dance at home—‘Just 
4 homey affair, you know.’ But there are few who 
limit their dancing programme to the private 
affair at home. In any case, why play with the 
fire? It has at least the appearance of evil, and 
‘Is well known that in this way seeds of desire 
are sown in the hearts of children which often 
produce a sorry harvest. Other worldly amuse- 
#ments may have slain their thousands, but I verily 


— that dancing has slain its tens of thou- 
Be s!” 





















| But, it will be contended, there is a difference 
1, Pinion on this subject. Do you not realize 
oo dancing is permitted now in some of our 
p nurch-owned and church-controlled colleges? And 
~- you not aware of the fact that many Pres- 
x yo elders today look with approval on dancing 
hd permit their own children to dance? 





Yes, I fully realize that dancing is now per- 
mitted in some of our church-owned and church- 
controlled colleges. But do not for one moment 
make the serious mistake of thinking that this 
indicates that dancing is now all right for the 
Christian. If this indicates anything at all, it indi- 
cates something of the spiritual condition and 
religious status of those colleges. Some of these 
institutions are often referred to as “having a fine 
Christian background,” but of how many of them 
can it be truthfully said today that they have a 
vital Christian foreground? How many of them 
today actually have a strong, positive, deeply- 
spiritual, Christian atmosphere on their campuses? 
Some Presbyterians seem more or less indifferent 
concerning whether or not such an atmosphere 
exists on those campuses, so long as Christian 
decency and respectability and refinement are 
present. And there are even some Presbyterians 
who seem to have a tendency to look down their 
noses at some of the independent Christian colleges 
which are known to have a strong, positive, evan- 
gelical atmosphere on their campuses. (At this 
point may I state that I personally am not 
prejudiced either for or against our church-owned 
colleges or the independent Christian colleges, for 
I never attended a school in either group. I was 
an undergraduate from 1928 to 1932 in one of 
the eastern universities which, well over a century 
prior to that time, had been founded by Presby- 
terians. When I was a student there, the majority 
of those who taught me were either extreme 
Liberals in religious matters, or Humanists, or 
Agnostics, or Free-thinkers of one shade or an- 
other; only a small number of my teachers could 
have been classified as being altogether orthodox 
Christians, in the accepted sense of that term. And 
during this period our campus did not exactly 
have an international reputation for piety, as the 
following clearly indicates. In my sophomore year, 
a serious poll on the liquor question was simul- 
taneously conducted on the campuses of fourteen 
colleges and universities throughout the east and 
the middle west, the resulting data to be used by a 
Congressional committee then investigating pro- 
hibition. In all, some 24,000 men voted in the 
balloting conducted at these educational insti- 
tutions. The result of the poll on our campus 
indicated that 79 per cent of the undergraduates 
at my Alma Mater drank; and our campus was 
shown to be the wettest of the fourteen in ques- 
tion. Now I very seriously doubt that my Alma 
Mater changed suddenly, at one time, from the 
spiritual status existing at its founding to the 
spiritual condition prevalent on the campus when 
I was an undergraduate there. Such a change, I 
should think, probably occurred slowly, over a 
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long period of years, due to many gradual com- 
promises in the realm of Christian teaching and 
in the sphere of worldliness. And it may be that 
we Southern Presbyterians, in recent years, have 
been witnessing some similar compromises—such 
as the approval of dancing on our campuses, for 
instance—which are beginning to take place in 
some of our church-owned and church-controlled 
colleges.) 


Is it stated that some of our elders approve 
of dancing and permit their children to dance? 
Well, the obvious answer to that is just to look at 
the spiritual status of the churches in which those 
elders are church officials. Not very long ago, a 
well-known and highly-respected preacher, who for 
years has been holding evangelical meetings in 
churches of practically every leading Protestant 
denomination in this country, remarked that he 
had never seen the churches throughout this coun- 
try in such a low spiritual condition as they are 
in at the present. And the churches of our de- 





— 


nomination, taken all in all, are not exceptions 
to this statement. 

Recently that great and powerful and deeply. 
spiritual preacher from Memphis, Dr. Robert ¢. 
Lee, D.D., the President of the Southern Baptis 
Convention at the present time, remarked: 
“Spiritual power and dancing do not go together: 
= and dancing do not travel the sam 
road. 


No truer remark than that was ever made, in 
my opinion. 


If, by some strange circumstance, Paul the 
Apostle should happen to be a guest in your home 
for a month’s time, would you during that period 
ever invite him to go to a dance? Well, if you 
would not consider it appropriate or right for 
Paul to attend, by what logic do you think jt 
appropriate or right for you, as a born-again 
Christian and as one of Paul’s fellow-travelers, t 
attend dances or to give your approval to modem 
dancing? 








The New Presbyterian USA Curriculum 
For Sunday Schools 


“Christian Faith And Life—A Program For Church And Home” 
By Oswald T. Allis, Ph.D., D.D. 


This article appeared in The Sunday School Times, July 10, 1948, and is reprinted by the permission gf 
the Editor of The Sunday School Times. The Sunday School Times is published weekly by The Sundsj 
School Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. The subscription price is $2.50 


year. We heartily commend The Sunday School Times to our readers. 


In view of the perplexity and genuine con- 
eern among Bible-believing Christians in the 
Presbyterian Church over the “New Curriculum,” 
the Times is publishing a critical analysis of this 
new course in a series of three articles (eriginally 
announced as two) by Professor Allis. The series 
is to be reprinted in pamphlet ferm, and further 
details will be announced later. 

Dr. Allis is a graduate of the University of 
Pennsylvania (A.B.) and Princeton Theological 
Seminary (B.D.), and received the degree of 


—H.B.D. 


M.A. from Princeton University, and Ph.D. from 
the University of Berlin. He taught in the de- 
partment of Semitic Philology at Princeton Semi- 
mary, 1910-1929, was Faculty Editor of the 
Princeton Theological Review; and was fer seven 
years professor in the Old Testament depart- 
ment, Westminster Theological Seminary, Phila- 
delphia. He is now editorial correspondent of 
the Evangelical Quarterly (Edinburgh), and is 
we own as an able and scholarly defender 


of the faith. 


This is the third of this series of articles by Dr. Allis, The first appeared in the November 15th issue aul 
the second in the December 1st issue. The whole of the three has been printed in one article in booklet form 
by The Sunday School Times Company and is available at 15c each; $1.25 a dozen; $4.00 for fifty; $6ll 
per hundred. These prices include postage. You may order from The Southern Presbyterian Journal, Wwe 


verville, N. C. —H.B.D. 


iti of the operation of God’s laws, but the disciple 
A Critique Of The New were afraid” (p. 49). This is one of those lucid 
Curriculum 


explanations of the critics, which really expla 
nothing, but serve to show very clearly that. 
their opinion any explanation is to be prefe 
to one which involves the supernatural. Was ™ 
the fear of the disciples due to the fact that, ® 
veteran fishermen (some of them), they ii 
that according to the 
God’s laws, such a storm almost certainly me 
shipwreck and death? Did Jesus differ from ™ 
disciples merely in this, that He knew the stm 
was going to abate? If so, why did He rebui 
the wind and command the waves to be § 

Was it to lead the disciples to attribute to Him 
power over nature that He did not actually poss 
Or, did the disciples simply misunderstand 


V. The New Curriculum Modernistic. The state- 
ment that the New Curriculum has a definitely 
modernistic leaning will not surprise the reader. It 
is clearly indicated by the features of the New 
Curriculum that have been already discussed. A 
ote' further examples will make this unmistakably 
plain. 


Discovery gives the following account of the 
stilling of the storm: “No one can, of course, 
know exactly what happened, but the point of the 
incident is quite clear; Jesus was completely sure 





(ordinary) working © rT 


and a 
What 
itself 
mirac 
happe 
like 0 
wind 
answe 
us de 
it wa 
obeye 
Son 0 
Are V 


Ace 
' relate 
“Here 
weakn 
had cé 
directi 
sea to 
been 1 
(p. 22 
the “ 
“The 
(Matt. 
mind ¢ 
the “f 
interpt 


It |] 
Churel 
Fourth 
this p 
by Eh 
called, 
17.). I 
John a 
are to 
writter 
later tl 
to sayi 
John. 
Nature 
In part 
the pai 
at that 
ae 
olding 
Christi: 
that we 
is true, 
said it 
an “Trj 
ents wij 
hildrer 
selves, 
While } 
flavor, 
tion am 
every t 


Acco; 
Christiz 
When “ 
of Paul 
18, 90) 
Tom hi 
hat th 
itus) 
that th 
ustify 
the im 
leath 
the aut] 
Way anc 
dat Pe 






Ons 





ily. 
G 


tist 
ed: 
ler: 
Ame 


on of 
inday 


506 


de- 
the 


yen 


ila- 
of 
| is 


der 

















We 
B.D. 
































Dec. 15, 1948 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








and attribute to Him powers that He did not claim? 
What really saved them? Did the storm abate of 
itself? King seems to aim to do justice to the 
miracle, but leaves us in some doubt whether what 
happened was really a miracie or simply seemed 
like one to the disciples. Why are we told, “The 


lwind blew in His face, and He seemed to be 


answering it” (p. 109), when Mark 4:39-41 tell 
ys definitely that Jesus “rebuked” the wind, that 
it was His sovereign word which wind and sea 
obeyed? God’s laws obeyed the command of the 
Son of God. This is what the Bible clearly says. 
Are we to believe it or not? 


According to Choice, the story of Jonah was 
related at one of the meetings of the Christians. 
“Here was a prophet who tried, out of fear and 
weakness, to escape an errand for which God 
had called him. He had taken a boat in the opposite 
direction. But God had used the storm and the 
sea to cut off Jonah’s escape. Finally Jonah had 
been willing to accept the assignment to Nineveh” 
(p. 224). Here the omission of any reference to 
the “great fish” is quite significant; and since 
“The Book of Jonah” is the Biblical reference 
(Matt. 12:39-41 is ignored), it must raise in the 
mind of the thoughtful reader the question whether 
the “fish story” is true, or allegory, or myth, or 
interpolation. 


It has been the “traditional” belief of the 
Church that the Apostle John was the writer of the 
Fourth Gospel. Scholars of the first rank maintain 
this position today. Counsel contains an article 
by Elwin A. Smith, the author of Master. It is 
called, “Our Two Biographies of Jesus” (pp. 
17.). It aims to explain the “differences” between 
John and the other three Gospels (Synoptists). We 
are told that “The Fourth Gospel was probably 
written after A.D. 100, at least thirty-five years 
later than Matthew, Mark, and Luke.” This amounts 
to saying that it was not written by the Apostle 
John. A quotation is given from Tasker, “The 
Nature and Purpose of the Gospels,” which reads 
in part as follows: “That John the Baptist uttered 
the particular saying, “Behold the Lamb of God,’ 
at that particular moment (the time of the baptism 
of Jesus) is improbable; but that it is a true un- 
folding of the meaning of the life of Jesus for all 
Christians is undeniable.” This amounts to saying 
that we can be perfectly sure that what John said 
is true, while almost equally sure that John never 
sid it, which stated thus bluntly sounds like 
a2 “Irish bull.” We think some teachers and par- 
ents will find it difficult to make it clear to their 
children, assuming that they understand it them- 
selves, why this narrative must be spiritually true 
While historically false. It has a strong Barthian 
flavor. Yet Tasker’s book is listed in This Genera- 
tion among the books that “should be available for 
every teacher” p. 24). 
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According to Choice, which is a story of the 
tistian community at Rome in A.D. 64, the year 
When “Nero fiddled and Rome burned,” the death 
of Paul took place about two years previously (pp. 
18, 90). This means that Paul was not released 
tom his (first) imprisonment at Rome, and also 
that the Pastoral Epistles (1 and 2 Timothy and 
tus) cannot be Pauline. Yet conservatives hold 
lat these epistles are genuine, and that they 
patty the inference that Paul was released from 
* imprisonment referred to in Acts, and that his 
oa did not oceur until about A.D. 67. Why is 
te author of Choice so eager to get Paul out of the 
tha and to make a hero of Peter? We do not know 
‘ Peter ever was in Rome. We do know that 
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PELOUBET’S 
SELECT NOTES 


By Wilbur M. Smith 


A Commentary On The International Bible 
Lessons For Christian Teaching 
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For seventy-five years the name ‘Peloubet” 
has been a household word in the church 
world. Although the founder, Dr. Francis N. 
Peloubet, has long since passed on, this pub- 
lication still carries his name, and that name 
is a guarantee of its excellence. 


In the present volume, Dr. Smith’s immense 
scholarship marshals the learning of the Chris- 
tian world before one in grand review. The 
fifty-two lessons for the year are treated with 
scholarly Scriptural interpretation from the 
evangelical viewpoint; pen drawings, full-page 
illustrations in color, material for the Junior 
Department, etc., combine to make a treatise 
covering every need of the church school 
worker, teacher or pupil. $2.75 postpaid. 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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Paul was. Yet in Choice, Paul, although oc- 
casionally referred to and quoted, is a memory, 
while Peter is a vivid, vital figure, whose fearless 
testimony makes him one of the first to suffer 
martyrdom at the hands of Nero. Why is the au- 
thor of Choice so concerned to support a doubtful 
tradition that the Church of Rome has used to 
aggrandize itself by making Peter the first bishop 
of Rome and the founder of the Papacy, and to 
minimize the great apostle of Christian liberty who 
was certainly there once and for a considerable 
time, and perhaps twice, and whose influence on 


the Church there must have been very great? 


Choice tells us that Marcus (Mark), after Peter 
was thrown into prison, made the following state- 
ment to the inquirer Clement, in answer to the 
question, “Did you know Jesus?” “No,” we are 
told Marcus replied, “it was about three years 
after His death that I first heard His name from 
Peter” (p. 103). Here the author expresses his 
opinion on a doubtful question as if he were 
stating a matter of fact. If, as many suppose, 
Mark refers to himself in 14:51f., the answer given 
Clement is not correct. Marcus goes on to say: 
“IT have known many disciples. And I have heard 
many stories about Jesus and His teachings. In 
fact, I hope soon to write them down for the dis- 
ciples here in Rome.” This would be after Peter’s 
death. All of this suggests that the Gospel of Mark 
rests on secondhand testimony and has no direct 
apostolic authority. It would be natural to infer 
that its statements may not be entirely trusworthy. 
How different from the opening paragraph of 
Luke’s Gospel these words of Marcus sound! 


Mark and the other Synoptic Gospels clearly 
represent the Last Supper as the Passover meal 
(e.g., Mark 14:12, 17). It is claimed, on the other 
hand, that John represents this meal as having 
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taken place the evening before the Passover (cf. 
13:1; 18:28, 39; 19:14), which would flatly con- 
tradict the Synoptists. These seemingly conflicting 
statements can be harmonized by holding that the 
word “passover” is used in John in a broader sense 
than in the other Gospels and included the feast 
days which followed the eating of the Passover 
meal. This view is taken by Edersheim, A. T. 
Robertson, and many other able scholars. Yet King 
states positively (pp. 160f.) that Jesus did not eat 
the Passover with the disciples, but anticipated it 
by a day (cf. p. 173). These assertions flatly 
contradict Mark 14:12-15, 17-21, which are given 
as Scripture references, in favor of John 13:1, as 
our author interprets it. It is rather strange that 
our author should be willing to side with John 
against the Synoptists. It is doubly strange that he 
should use a story book intended for children on 
nine to eleven years of age to advocate an interpre- 
tation that makes his Scriptural references mutu- 
ally or self-contradictory. But such examples 
serve to show how effectively an author can use 
the storybook method to state positively and dog- 
matically opinions, which if he were writing as 
a historian he would be obliged to state with far 
greater caution, to say the least. It is worthy of 
note that on this point King differs from Master, 
which refers to the Last Supper as “this passover 
meal” (p. 160). How determined the author of 
King is to make his interpretation seem the cor- 
rect one is indicated by his rendering of Luke 
22:15, “I wanted so much to eat the Passover 
feast with you this year, before I suffer,” which 
in its context in King clearly implies that He did 
not do so. Yet the words: “With desire I have 
desired to eat this passover with you before I 
suffer,” when taken in their context in Luke 
(22:7, 11, 13), can only mean that the desire 
was actually gratified. 


































The New Curriculum clearly does not seek to 
impress on the minds of those who are to use it the 
fact that the Bible “being immediately inspired by 
God, and by His singular care and providence kept 
pure in all ages” is the final authority in all 
matters of faith and practice (see ‘Westminster 
Confession of Faith,” Chap. I, Sec. 8). On the 
contrary, the aim seems to be to convince the 
reader, by both direct and indirect methods, that 
the doctrine of the plenary (verbal) inspiration of 
the Holy Scriptures is no longer tenable. Such is 
the view of the editor-in-chief, and it is apparently 
shared by his collaborators. 
















The viewpoint of the authors of the New Cur- 
riculum is indicated quite plainly in the character 
of the books recommended in connection with the 
courses of study. We have seen that Tasker’s 
“Nature and Purpose of the Gospels’ is in the list 
of books which “should be available for every 
teacher” (This Generation, p. 24). Another book 
included in this list is, ““The Nazarene,” by Sholem 
Asch, a Jewish rabbi whose portrayal of the life 
of Jesus cannot be called Christian. Yet Eder- 
sheim’s “Life and Times of the Messiah,” a monu- 
mental work by another Jew who did become a 
Christian, seems to be completely overlooked. In 
Growing, the statement is made that “a professor 
in Dropsie College, Philadelphia,” checks “all our 
book illustrations and manuscripts for their his- 
torical accuracy.”’ Dropsie College is an institution 
all of whose board of governors must be of Jewish 
faith. Has scholarship reached such a low ebb in 
the Presbyterian Church that the experts who have 
prepared the New Curriculum must apply to a pro- 
fessor in a Jewish institution to check their manu- 
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scripts for historical accuracy? How would such 
a professor naturally react to the question of thi 
historical accuracy of the virgin birth or the bodily 
resurrection of One whom he and the institutig, 
he represents refuse to accept as the Messiah 
promised to the Jewish people? To question th 
competence of such a scholar to deal adequately§ 
with matters important to Christian faith is no 
racial bias. Not at all! It is simply Christian cop. 

mon sense. 


The last question, but one of great practic 
importance, is the cost of the New Curriculum. Th 
cover design of the prospectus pictures abou! 
twenty different books and quarterlies designeih 
for the various age groups. The cost of one cop; 
of each of these items at quantity rates—that if 
of a complete set of these books and quarterlies_f 
reaches a total of $23.76 a year. This is more thah 



























is to be given a reading book, every parent; 
quarterly (or sometimes two or three for differen 
age groups), and the teacher is to have both 
reading book and quarterly, the cost of even thexf 
necessary items will be very considerable, mong 
than any but wealthy Sunday schools will be abe 
to afford. The whole setup is too elaborate any 
costly to be practical. Churches where there is novi 
little interest in Bible study will probably find if 
hard to interest parents and teachers in a pug 
gram that is so complicated, raises so many prob 
lems and difficulties, and is so weighted wit 
“expert” advice. On the other hand, churches thi 
now have really successful Bible schools and ar 
deeply interested in them will certainly want: 
system of lesson study that is really Bible-centerd 
and completely in accord with the Bible and tht 
doctrinal standards of their church. 


Pe Rd cae $6 a BSI 








To the question, What is the alternative? th 
simplest answer is this: If you have been using tl 
International Uniform Lessons, continue to wf 
them for the present and demand that they or ay 
substitute for them, such as the New Curriculum 
aims to provide, be truly Bible-centered, and thi 
the device of teaching modern Liberalism by tk 
story-book method be definitely abandoned. 
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Postscript 


ne ae 


Some, perhaps many, conservative Presbyteria 
who are more or less dissatisfied with the Ne 
Curriculum material which is scheduled for use! 
their Sunday schools beginning with October # 
hoping that the defects which they find in it # 
relatively minor, can easily be corrected, and w 
be corrected in the near future. So they feel, 
are trying to persuade themselves, that they shoul 
go along with the new program, try it out, a 
hope that definite improvement will be made. Vi 
are afraid that they are doomed to disappointme 
and disillusionment, if they follow this course 
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It is pointed out in the Prospectus to the "fh 
Curriculum that the subject for study during “& 
entire second year will be “The Bible.” This #™ 
nouncement would be most welcome, were it !— 
for the fact that it at once raises the vital W¢— 
tion, How will this great subject be presenit' 
Will this “‘Bible” be the Bible of Protestant Cir 
tendom, the Bible of the Presbyterian Chu 
which, in its Confession of Faith, defines it as 
sisting of 66 books which make up the Canon! 
Holy Scripture and are the Word of God, the 
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infallible rule of faith and practice? Or, will it be 
the Bible of the critics, the Bible of so-called 
modern scholarship? 


We believe that the answer to this question is 
given with sufficient clearness in the materials 
of the New Curriculum which are now available. 
Attention has already been called (p. 35) to the 
character of a couple of the books recommended 
in This Generation for the use of teachers and 
parents. The opportunity to add this Postscript 
makes it possible to make further brief reference 
to this important matter. Another of the books 
recommended in This Generation is “The Teaching 
of Jesus,” by T. W. Manson of Manchester, Eng- 
land. Professor Manson is perhaps better and more 
widely known as the editor of “A Companion 
to the Bible’ (1939). This volume of about 500 
pages contains contributions from such well-known 
critics as H. H. Rowley, W. O. E. Oecesterley, T. 
H. Robinson, H. W. Robinson, C. H. Dodd, and 
others. Professor Manson contributed the article 
on “The New Testament and Other Christian 
Writings of the New Testament Period.” In it he 
expresess the opinion that the Pastoral Epistles are 
not by Paul (p. 113), that Second Peter is almost 
certain pseudonymous (p. 119), that the Fourth 
Gospel is probably by John the Elder and not by 
John the Apostle (p. 122), that this Gospel con- 
tradicts the Synoptists (p. 123). Some or all of 
these views have already found expression directly 
or by implication in the New Curriculum. 


The article on “Introduction to the Old Testa- 
ment” was supplied by Professor Rowley. The view 
presented is in general that of the so-called higher 
criticism: the Pentateuch composite and non- 
Mosaic (pp. 35-44), at least three Isaiahs (p. 53), 
Joel post-exilic and perhaps composite (p. 54), 
Jonah late and probably an allegory (p. 58), most 
of the Psalms post-exilic and the Psalter completed 
about 100 B.C. (p. 62), Esther unhistorical (p. 
72), Daniel late and largely Maccabean (p. 74). 
The fact that Professor Rowley accepts the con- 
clusions of the Higher Criticism is noteworthy be- 
cause his recent book, “The Rediscovery of the 
Old Testament,” which expresses similar views, is 
published by the Westminster Press and heartily 
endorsed by it. And this book is twice quoted in 


This Generation (pp. 38, 40), with permission of 
the publishers. 


Such “straws” as these seem to make it rather 
plain that there is little if any basis for the hope 
that the New Curriculum will gradually become 
conservative and advocate positions which are ac- 
ceptable to the Conservatives who are expected, 
in loyalty to the Boards of their Church, to use it. 
The writer of this Critique would be delighted could 
he persuade himself that such is likely to be the 
case. But the indications seem clearly to be that 
unless a radical change is demanded and insisted 
upon by the Conservatives who we believe still 
constitute a majority in the Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S.A., the New Curriculum in its second 
year will be more decidedly and outspokenly mod- 
ernistic and higher critical than in its first. 
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The Inspiration And Inerrancy 
Of Holy Scripture 


“Every word of God is pure: He is a shield 
unto them that put their trust in Him. Add thou 
not to His words lest He reprove thee, and thou 
be found a liar’ (Proverbs 30:5-6). Here we have, 
briefly expressed, a testimony of the Old Testa- 
ment to its own inspiration and inerrancy. We see, 
in the first place, that every word of Scripture 
is a word of God, in the second place that every 
such word of God is pure, i.e., free from error, 
and, in the third place, that every such inerrant 
divine word must be received for what it is and 
relied upon. Finally, the inspired and inerrant 
words of Scripture are sharply distinguished from 
the uninspired words of men which must never be 
added to the divine revelation. 


This testimony of the Scriptures concerning 
themselves is repeated many times in the Old 
Testament and is the doctrine of orthodox Jews 
until this day. Yet it is not a doctrine of the 
Jews merely, but also of the Christian Church, 
since it was the doctrine of Christ and His Apostles. 


The attitude of Christ toward the Scriptures is 
admirably summed up in the saying contained in 
the Sermon on the Mount, “Think not that I am 
come to destroy the law or the prophets. I am not 
come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say 
unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or 
one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, 
till all be fulfilled’ (Matt. 5:18-19). Here not 
only every word but even every letter of Scrip- 
ture is invested with a divine authority which 
must be obeyed. To the same purport is Christ’s 
statement found in the 10th chapter of John, 
“The Scripture cannot be broken,” i.e., no word 
of Scripture can be denied or rejected. And the 
Scriptures, Jesus believed, had this innerrancy be- 
cause they had been inspired by the Holy Spirit 
(Matt. 22:43; Mk. 12:36). 


But even apart from these express statements, 
Christ’s attitude toward the Scriptures is abundant- 
ly illustrated by His repeated use of the phrase 
“it is written.” In the first three Gospels Christ 
uses this phrase on at least ten different oc- 
casions. By the use of this phrase Christ appealed 
to the very words of Scripture as written by God 
and therefore authoritative. For to introduce a 
quotation from Scripture by the phrase “it is 
written” is necessarily to imply that all the words 
of Scripture are inerrantly inspired by God and 
that therefore the words quoted are divine and 
inerrant because they are words of Scripture. 


Christ’s Apostles shared the view of their divine 
Master concerning the Scriptures. This is clearly 
seen in their use also of the phrase “it is written” 
to introduce quotations from Scripture. So certain 
were they of the inspiration and inerrancy of the 
Scriptures that they called them “the oracular 
sayings of God” (Acts 7:28; Rom. 3:2). For them 
the words of Scripture were the words of the Holy 
Ghost (Acts 28:25; Heb. 9:8; 10:15). And this 
general attitude toward the Scriptures is sum- 
marized in their express declaration. “All Scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God” (II Tim. 3:16). 


By Edward F. Hills 


“Of which salvation the prophets have inquired 
. . . searching what or what manner of time 
the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, 
when it testified beforehand the sufferings of 
Christ, and the glory which should follow” (I 
Pet. 1:10-11). “For the prophecy came not in old 
time by the will of man, but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” 
(II Pet. 1:21). 


Thus the doctrine of the inspiration and iner- 
rancy of holy Scripture is the doctrine of the 
Christian Church because it was the doctrine of 
the Apostles, but most especially because it was 
the doctrine of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 
Those who deny this doctrine are confronted 
with a three-fold dilemma concerning the person 
and work of Christ, a dilemma from which there 
is no escape. 


Some of those that deny the doctrine of the 
inspiration and inerrancy of the Scriptures deny 
also that this was the doctrine of Christ. They 
say that the words of Christ upholding this doc- 
trine are not His own words but were put in 
His mouth by the writers of the Gospels. But 
such a supposition leads to complete scepticism 
concerning the person and work of Christ. If the 
frequent utterances of Christ concerning the 
Scriptures were not His, then we cannot be sure 
that any of His recorded deeds or sayings were 
actually His. Christ must remain forever un- 
known to us. 


Others admit that the sayings of Christ con- 
cerning the Scriptures are actually His but deny 
that these sayings represent His true opinion. 
In His references to the Scriptures Christ accom- 
modated Himself to the prejudices of His Jewish 
audience. As Son of God, Christ knew that the 
Scriptures were full of errors, that the Pentateuch 
was not written by Moses, that the psalms were 
not written by David, etc., but He did not say s0 
for fear of giving offence. Instead He incorporat- 
ed into His teaching the erroneous notions of His 
contemporaries concerning the Scriptures. But 
this theory raises acute theological and moral 
difficulties. Can God tell a lie? If Jesus is the Son 
of God, could He have taught error concerning 
the holy Scriptures? And if His teachings con 
cerning the Scriptures are false, how can we be 
sure that His other teachings are true, e.g., His 
teachings concerning God, concerning Himself, 
concerning man and the duty God requires o 
man? One cannot impugn the teachings of Christ 
concerning the Scriptures without adopting 4 
sceptical attitude toward His other teachings. 


The only alternative left for those who rejett 
Christ’s teachings concerning the inspiration and 
inerrancy of the Scriptures is to suppose that He 
was ignorant concerning them. He did not knowv 
the truth about the Scriptures as we know I 
today. Those who wish to conserve the deity o 
Christ ascribe this supposed ignorance to 
human nature which He assumed at the incarit 
tion. In His human nature Christ was ignorall 
concerning the Scriptures and out of this nature 
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He spoke falsely of them. But this theory is an 
absurd travesty on the biblical doctrine of the in- 
carnation. Christ in His human nature was wholly 
filled with the Holy Spirit and could not in His 
human nature any more than in His divine nature 
have spoken falsely concerning the Scriptures 
or anything else. Furthermore, if we assume that 
Christ was ignorant concerning the Scriptures, we 
cannot be sure that He was not similarly ignorant 





























































































1 concerning the other matters on which He spoke. 
e ‘ , F ° P 
Thus he who denies the inspiration and iner- 
f rancy of the Scriptures must drift into a sceptical 
I attitude not only toward the Old Testament but 
d also toward the New and even toward the words 
d of Jesus. Such a person may possibly possess 
“4 saving faith, but certainly, he has no gospel. This 
is to say, he who rejects the Bible as an inspired 
and inerrant book may possibly, in spite of this 
r rejection, possess a vague and confused faith in 
le 
of 
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ne General Dwight D. Eisenhower, in his address on 
° his inauguration as head of Columbia University 
Ire & on October 12, 1948, stated, “Government owner- 
are ship or control of property is not to be decried 
a> principally because of the historic inefficiency of 
governmental management of productive enter- 
on- prises; its real threat rests in the fact that... the 
ny final concentration of ownership in the hands of 
on. government gives to it, in all practical effects, ab- 
om- solute power over our lives. 
= _ “When shallow critics denounce the profit motive 
ach inherent in our system of private enterprise, they 
ond ignore the fact that it is an economic support of 
a: every right we possess and that without it, all 
A rights would soon disappear.” 
His _ The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
But in America over a long period of time has attacked 
oral the capitalistic system—that economic system which 
Son has given our nation the world’s highest standard 
ning of living and preserved man’s individual freedoms 
con which are his by creation and which are set forth 
> be  ™ the Ten Commandments and our Federal Con- 
His Stitution. 
self, BH The Federal Council has official d and 
3 of I edera ounci as officially stated an 
hrist  ,1U°te, “The Churches Should Stand For: 1, Prac- 
: heal application of the Christian principle of social 
8 We -being to the acquisition and use of wealth, 
subordination of speculation and the profit motive 
eject ‘o the creative and cooperative spirit. 2. Social 
ani  "anning and control of the credit and monetary 
t He @ ‘YStems and the economic processes for the com- 
know fj “2 good.” The Executive Committee of the Coun- 
w it vail, made up of 85 persons, has officially endorsed 
ry of i legislation, non-segregation of races, Presi- 
Hs Ee ed Truman’s Civil Rights Program, Federal 
arn: ‘edie minimum wage legislation, socialized 
oralt Medicine, full employment guaranteed by the gov- 





““nment, and other socialistic legislation. Upon 








Christ, but he will be unable to tell anyone else 
what this faith is or who Christ is. For he is 
sceptical concerning those Scriptures which alone 
can tell him who that One is in whom he believes. 


He who attacks the inspiration and inerrancy of 
the Scriptures deprives the Church of her gospel, 
silences her witness, and prepares the way for her 
absolute infidelity. The recent history of many 
Christian denominations has amply illustrated this 
fact. When the Bible is no longer received as God’s 
inspired and inerrant Word the preaching of the 
Church first grows shadowy and vague and then 
downright false and unchristian. The inerrant 
Scriptures are the only shield against that fatal 
progress of unbelief which puts to silence the 
preaching of the Gospel and works destruction to 
many precious souls. Let us not throw away 
this shield. “Every word of God is pure. He is a 
shield unto them that put their trust in Him.” 














“The Federal Council 
Vs. Capitalism” 


By L. E. Faulkner 


Elder In First Presbyterian Church 
Hattiesburg ... Mississippi 


request I shall gladly furnish documentary evidence 
to prove the above stated facts. 


On October 16, 1946, church leaders of the 
Protestant, Catholic and Jewish faiths issued a 
statement spoken of as a “Declaration on Economic 
Justice.” These church leaders, many of whom 
occupied prominent positions in the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches, stated that they were in favor of 
“an organized and democratic partnership for the 
general welfare rather than a competitive strug- 
gle for individual and group advantage.” Con- 
tinuing these church leaders stated, “organized co- 
operation of the functional economic groups among 
themselves and with the government must be 
substituted for the rule of competition.” 


I have in my files a letter under date of Sep- 
tember 27, 1948, and a letter under date of Oc- 
tober 22, 1948, from the Chief Investigator of the 
Committee on Un-American Activities, United 
States House of Representatives, enclosing certain 
information from the files of the Committee on 
Un-American Activities pertaining to the Federal 
Council of Churches. These reports list 14 im- 
portant leaders of the Federal Council and state 
that the committee’s files reveal that 10 of the 
14 officers listed have been affiliated with Com- 
munist-front organizations. I also have in my files 
a letter signed by a Bishop of the Methodist church 
as Honorary President of the National Religion 
and Labor Organization that has been listed as a 
Communist-front organization. This man is also a 
Past President of the Federal Council of Churches. 


In the Minutes of the Executive Committee of 
October 11, 1946 we read and I quote, “‘Neither 
state socialism nor free enterprise provides a per- 
fect economic system; each can learn from the 
experience of the other.” The Minutes also stated, 
“Co-operation of the American and Russian peo- 
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ple at the scientific, economic, cultural, and re- 
ligious levels and co-operation of the United States 
Government with the Government of the Soviet 
Union in the curative and creative tasks envisaged 
for the United Nations.” 


A prominent leader of the Federal Council 
and Past President of the Council has stated, “A 
combination of individualism and collectivism will 
give us what we need .. .” Another Past Presi- 
dent of the Council who was recently elected as 
one of the Presidents of the World Council of 
Churches has stated, ‘The common faith must come 
to live in the practices that make for brotherhood; 
the cooperative spirit must supplant competitive 
struggle; the objective of social endeavor must 
shift from profit making to personality making.” 


The World Council of Churches, which, accord- 
ing to the General Secretary of the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches, “is built upon the pattern which 
has been tested in the Federal Council for forty 
years,” at their recent meeting in Amsterdam, 
placed communism and capitalism about on the 
same level. Many of the leaders of the Federal 
Council of Churches were present and took an 
active part in the permanent organization of the 
World Council of Churches at their meeting in 
Amsterdam last August. 


The Executive Committee of the Council at its 
meeting on September 21, 1948, voted its approval 
of a statement on ‘Basic Principles on Church 
and Economic Life.’’ The statement states and I 
quote, “The Church should keep under the strong- 
est criticism those economic institutions which in- 
crease the self-interest of men and which develop 
a moral climate within which money is regarded 
as the chief good and in which success in acquiring 
it is most highly honored . . .” “Inequalities in 
the distribution of wealth and income must be 
kept under the most rigorous moral scrutiny .. .” 
“It should seek to keep any inequalities that may 
have social justification within the limits set by a 
broad view of justice and by the requirements of 
moral health in society.” 


We, who have lived under the capitalistic sys- 
tem, know that it is founded on the bedrock of 
inviolable human personality and the freedom 
of the individual under law. The capitalistic sys- 
tem, with all its defects, which are not due to 
the order itself, but rather to the sins which cor- 
rupt human communities and institutions in every 
age, offers the conscience of man far greater 
opportunity to guide his actions than does any of 
the different forms of collectivism and National 
socialism. 


The more than 3,500 churches in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church were committed to the above 
quoted socialistic objective by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Council at a meeting when ou 
church was not represented and when less than a 
majority of the Executive Committee were present. 


On account of our affiliation with the Federal 
Council of Churches we have been committed to 
objectives that would destroy the profit motive 
which General Eisenhower has rightly stated as 
“an economic support of every human right we 
possess and without it all rights would soon dis- 
appear.” The profit motive makes possible the fi- 
nancial support of our churches and their insti- 
tutions. 


The more than 45,000 officers of the Souther 
Presbyterian Church, representing more than 600- 
000 members of the Southern Presbyterian Church, 
should prayerfully seek first-hand information re 
garding the activities and objectives of the Fed 
eral Council of Churches—those objectives that are 
contrary to the Constitution of our church and 
those objectives that would substitute a form 0! 
national socialism for our present economic sys 
tem. If and when this has been done, the elders 
of the Southern Presbyterian Churches will take 
quick action in seeing that overtures are presented 
by their respective presbyteries—overtures re 
questing our General Assembly to withdraw from 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ m 
America. Just as long as the majority of ou 
church officers and the members of the Southem 
Presbyterian Church are not informed regarding 
the economic, political, social and racial objectives 
of the Council, just that long will the Southem 
Presbyterian Church be affiliated with a man-maée 
and man-centered organization with totalitarial 
power to speak for more than 600,000 members 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church. 





First Presbyterian Church 


Kingsport, Tenn. 

The Reverend Thos. P. Johnston, D.D., past 
of the First Presbyterian Church, has resigned his 
pastorate here and has accepted the call of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Dunedin, Fla. Dr. Joht- 
ston has been dismissed by Holston Presbytery ¥ 
the Presbytery of St. Johns and will begin his ne¥ 
pastorate on December 1, 1948. Dr. Johnston hi 
served two pastorates at his Church totaling sevelt 
teen years. Between the two, he served as Pres 
dent of King College, Bristol, Tenn., for sevé 
years. 
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Montgomery Presbyterians 
Wake Up! 


By Rev. Cecil A. Thompson 


Columbia Seminary 
Decatur, Ga. 


The five Presbyterian Churches of Montgomery, 
Ala. have had a real revival. It happened this 
way. In February 1948 the five churches in Mont- 
gomery had a four night united city-wide Home 
Visitation Evangelism Campaign under the di- 
rection of Rev. Cecil Thompson. As a result the 
pastors and laymen were confident that a similar 
effort aimed at the membership of the churches 
would do much good. Accordingly four days and 
nights were set for a united Church Loyalty Visi- 
tation Campaign in the early fall. 


For three months during the summer intensive 
preparation was made in gathering and compiling 
materials to be used, making plans of procedure, 
and developing a spiritual and geographical strat- 
egy. The pastors met with the director, Rev. 
Cecil Thompson, and lay leaders and worked out 
the entire plan of promotion and procedure. On 
September 26-29 all the selected workers including 
some 300 or more members of the respective 
churches met for a service of inspiration in the 
Oak Park Church for an afternoon kick-off meet- 
ing. For three nights suppers were held in the 
Trinity and First Presbyterian Churches. The sup- 
pers were modeled after the H.V.E. suppers with 
thirty minutes being given to inspiration and 
instruction. 


After the supper, the separate churches met to- 
gether for a final word of prayer with their re- 
spective pastors and went out into every home 
of the church. There were some 1,400 Presbyterian 
homes and families to be visited in Montgomery. 
The task was huge but the joy received by the 
workers and those visited in this great program 
of home and church fellowship was even greater. 


The immediate purpose of the campaign was first 
of all to secure a decision from every home and 
member to attend their own church for the next 
eight Sundays. Hundreds of decision cards were 
signed. The fellowship and get-acquainted phase 
of the program was a source of great inspiration 
to both visitors and visited. Many met their church 
to really know it for the first time. Warmth and 
friendliness spread. At the same time the visitors 
carried into every home a packet of materials with 
leaflets on tithing, Sabbath observance, family re- 
ligion, prayer, Bible reading, the various church 
papers, and material on the Program of Progress 
which will be a source of real instruction and in- 
spiration. These packets of materials were pre- 
pared after much study and each had a personal 
touch from the church sending it. 


Many of the homes visited were regular in 
their church relationship and many were irregular. 

great quickening took place as shut-ins, indif- 
ferent members, family groups, new members, 
and old members were visited in a loving, interest- 
ed, and sympathetic manner. Criticisms of the 
church’s program were listened to and reported 
back to the pastor. All visitors reported back to 


their respective churches each night. An average 
of three to four calls were made each night by 
each team. Many human interest stories grew out 
of the three nights. Visitors came back with songs 
of rejoicing. One lady said: “I’ve never had so 
much fun in my life.” Another lady who was 
called upon got her hat and said to the team 
calling upon her, “This is wonderful and I’m 
going out with you and do some calling myself.” 
An elder and deacon of the same church were 
team mates and admitted that this was the first 
time they had really ever gotten to know each 
other. Most of the people who called knew less than 
fifty per cent of the people they called upon. It 
proved to be an excellent assimilation program to 
follow-up H.V.E. The pastors were jubilant over 
the results. On the last night a testimony meeting 
of all workers was held to receive suggestions 
and to give thanks for the blessings received. As 
a result the church was able to see itself with its 
needs and to make wise plans for the days ahead. 
New resources and leadership were discovered. 
New Sunday School plans were made. Plans for a 
real cordial handshaking campaign were made for 
the successive Sundays when these scores of 
irregular members would be coming back to hear 
their pastors for those successive Sundays. New 
prospects were turned in for Church membership 
and new babies to be baptized. Lost members were 
found and located. The needs of shut-ins were 
presented. It was a great time for the hundreds 
of workers. A revival had started and they saw 
the great needs and opportunities of the church. 
Subscriptions had been received for church papers, 
some sent in past due pledges even though money 
was not mentioned, and there were many renewals 
of old ties and covenants. 


For eight successive Sunday mornings the pastors 
will be preaching to the largest and most interested 
congregations perhaps in the history of their 
churches. They will deal unitedly on successive 
Sundays on such subjects as “Covenant Vows,” 
“Sabbath Observance,” “Tithing,” “Family Altars,” 
“Daily Prayer and Bible Reading.’ Each pastor 
will ask for definite decisions and committals on 
these steps of spiritual development from every 
church member present. A large group of ushers 
and those who participated in the visitation will 
be at the door each Sunday for a warm welcome. 
Many new jobs will be given to those who were 
found ready to work in Sunday School work, 
Young People’s work, music, choir, and in other 
ways. It is felt that the attendance at Sunday 
School, prayer meeting, youth groups, and at all 
church services will increase. 


The additional features of the 8 Sundays of 
preaching with attendant personal commitments 
for steps of spiritual development and the use of 
the packets of literature in each home made this 
a unique experiment in Church visitation. Like- 
wise, so far as we know, it was the first united 
city-wide campaign of Church Loyalty Visitation. 
We await with keen interest the continuing results. 
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Resignation Of Mrs. MacLeod 


The Assembly’s Committee on Woman’s Work 
announces with deep regret the resignation of 
Mrs. W. Murdoch MacLeod, Assistant Secretary 
of Woman’s Work, who served in that position for 
the past four years. Mrs. MacLeod’s resignation 
took effect October 1, 1948, at which time she be- 
gan her new service in the offices of the United 
Council of Church Women with headquarters in 
New York City. At the biennial assembly of the 
United Council of Church Women, held in Milwau- 
kee November 15-18, Mrs. MacLeod was inducted 
into the office of Executive Secretary of that or- 
ganization. 


During the four years of her service as Assis- 
tant Secretary of Woman’s Work, she made a 
distinct contribution to Woman’s Work, through 
her teaching and speaking in groups throughout 
our Church, and thus through her services in the 
office, especially in directing the preparation of 
programs and giving emphasis to the study of the 
Christian Home. She was chairman of the Chris- 
tian Home committee on the staff of the Commit- 
tee on Woman’s Work, chairman of the Family 
Life sub-committee of the Joint Committee on 
Adult Work, and a representative of the Commit- 
tee on Woman’s Work on the Family Life commit- 
er - the Committee on Religious Education of 

ults. 


The Committee on Woman’s Work feels a real 
ense of loss in the resignation of Mrs. MacLeod 
as Assistant Secretary of Woman’s Work, through 
which office she rendered such valued and efficient 
service in the Woman’s Work of the Church. 
However, we recognize the distinct honor accorded 
her and our Church in the call to this place of 
leadership in interdenominational woman’s work. 
Presbyterian women throughout our General As- 
sembly will feel a closer relationship to the United 
Council of Church Women because of Mrs. Mac- 
Leod’s connection with that work, and will wish 
for her joy in service that has such unusual oppor- 
tunities. 

Mrs. A. Walton Litz, Chairman, 
Assembly’s Committee on Woman’s Work. 





Will Your Gift Bring Joy? 


Your Joy Gift will bring joy to others and there 
will be joy in your own heart too if you plan to 
make it truly a Joy Gift. This gift will... 


—help provide the monthly checks which go 
into the homes of ministers and widows, orphans 
and missionaries, on the roll of Ministerial Relief. 
Last year 426 such homes were aided; 


—help make Christmas more joyous in these 
homes, when a “double” check is sent at this 
season; 


—continue its helpfulness throughout the entire 
year, making possible “extra”? checks where emer- 
gencies arise; 


—pbring Joy to those who give, Joy to those who 
administer the funds, Joy to those who receive, 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 








and Joy to the heart of Him Whose birthday we 
honor. 


Lord, I ery unto Thee... 

Give ear unto my voice... 

Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense, 

And the lifting up of my hands as the evening 
sacrifice. 


Cast me not off in the time of old age.. 

Now also when I am old and grayheaded, O God. 
forsake me not, 

Until I have showed Thy strength unto this gen- 
eration. 


Selected parts: Psalm 1:1 and 2; Psalm 71:9 
and 18. 





A Personal Testimony 


NOTE: This is the sixth in a series of articles 
on Personal Witnessing written by the members of 
a class under the leadership of Dr. Cecil Thompson 
at the Montreat Training School last summer. 


In 1947 our church had a Visitation Evangelism 
campaign. We are a small church with a member- 
ship of 210. This number includes two outpost 
chapels. 


The president of our auxiliary and the secretary 
of Spiritual Life and Evangelism encouraged the 
enlistment of as many women and men as possible 
to become “Fishers of Men.” These faithful men 
and women met with the pastor to learn this meth- 
od of procedure in conducting a visitation evangel- 
ism. Most of the men and women were hesitant and 
fearful but in a body they prayed for strength and 
courage. 


A list of prospects was secured and we were 
ready to begin. We met at the church and had 
supper. The pastor made a talk and had prayer 
and 10 people (5 couples) were sent out to visit. 
During the visiting those who felt they could not 
go stayed at the church and prayed. This is the 
plan of procedure that we used: 

1. We prayed, rang the doorbell, and prayed 

again. 
2.“We are from - Presbyterian Church. 
This is Mrs. Brown, and I am Mrs. Jones.” 

8. On entering the home we talked happiness and 
expressed an interest in something in the 
room. 

. We tried to secure a favorable environment. 

. We didn’t talk too long but asked, “Of what 

‘ church are you a member?” 

. We had one conservation at a time so as to 
keep the attention of everyone. 

. We asked questions. 

. We tried to avoid a “no.” 

. We didn’t argue. - 

. We had decision cards already printed and we 
tried to get a decision from the first one 
ready. 

. We didn’t close too soon but we closed as soon 
as we could. 

. We did our very best, and if we didn’t get 4 
decision we tried not to be discouraged, am 
went on to the next place more determiné 
than ever. 
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But the the outcome of this program was very suc- 
cessful. Our hearts were filled with joy. We had 
23 people make a Profession of Faith in Christ, and 


The Synod of North Carolina, meeting in 
90 had letters transferred. 


Montreat, September 8-9, 1948, passed the 
following: “That Synod recommend to 
churches and individuals the Presbyterian 
Junior College in its effort to secure $50,- 


We were all so over-joyed that we plan to have 
one of these programs once a year, and we are 


praying for greater success in the years ahead. 


My Joy Gift 


Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 
Within my heart, that it may be 
A quiet chamber kept for Thee. 





My heart for very joy doth leap, 

My lips no more can silence keep; 

I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 
That sweetest ancient cradle song, 


Glory to God in highest heaven, 

Who unto man His Son hath given, 

While angels sing with tender mirth 

A glad New Year to all the earth. 
—Martin Luther. 


Wings For The Soul 
My Christmas List 


Have you made your Christmas list? 
Thought of, everyone? 

Grandpa, grandma, mother, dad, 
Daughter too, and son? 





Have you made your Christmas list? 
Giving’s in the air! 

Nieces, nephews, uncles, aunts, 
Friends from everywhere. 


Have you made your Christmas list? 
Yes, beyond a doubt! 

It is Jesus’ Birthday, too, 
Did you leave Him out? 


Make His gift the first of all! 
“Inasmuch as ye 

Did it to the least of Mine, 
Ye have given to Me!” 


Christmas Gift to all the world— 
Dearest, first and best! 
When I make my Christmas list 
His name leads the rest. 
—Selected. 





Wings For The Soul 


Bless this house, O Lord, we pray, 
Make it safe by night and day; 


Bless these walls so firm and stout, 
Keeping want and trouble out; 


Bless the roof and chimneys tall, 
Let Thy peace lie over all; 


Bless this door that it may prove, 
Ever open to joy and love. 


Bless these windows shining bright, 
Letting in God’s heavenly light; 


Bless the hearth a-blazing there, 
With smoke ascending like a prayer; 


000.00 to aid in its repair and building pro- 


Your gifts may be counted as a contribu- 
tion under income tax regulations. Help build 
the Kingdom of God through Christian Edu- 
cation. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
P. O. Box B-9 Maxton, N. C. 


BELHAVEN COLLEGE 
Jackson ... Mississippi 


A modern, accredited college for young women which 
places emphasis eon the fundamentals in education, 
maintains the highest scholastic standards, makes we 
of modern methods, and recognizes the value of voca- 
tional training. 


These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual 
and cultural influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 


Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. 








KING COLLEGE 


A fully accredited four-year college. Coeduca- 
tional. Presbyterian. Founded 1867. Liberal 
Arts. Sciences. Business. Education. Four types 
of Scholarships: (1) Competitive; (2) Academic; 
(3) Grant in Aid; (4) Remunerative Work. 
Application for Competitive Scholarships by 
February 1. For information and catalog write: 


R. T. L. LISTON - PRESIDENT 
Box “J’? — Bristol, Tenn. 


Second Semester Begins Jan. 24, 1949. Limited 
number of places open for qualified students. 





eet FOLDING CHZIIRS 
‘i AND TABLES 


Ss, IN STEEL OR WOOD 
\ WRITE FOR CATAIC 


mere 
\ J. P. REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT. f SCRANTON 2, PENNA 





Bless the folk who dwell within; 
Keep them pure and free from sin; 


Bless us all that we may be 
Fit, O Lord, to dwell with Thee. 


Bless us all that one day we 
May dwell, Lord, on high with Thee. 
—McNaughton. 
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Dr. William V. Gardner Reports 
On Visit To Europe 


At the outset, let me say, I returned from my 
trip to Europe with a deeper love for my country, 
America. 


I returned to my country realizing that I have 
accepted too many of its privileges and not enough 
of its responsibilities. A strange England, an un- 
happy France, a tired and weary Europe helped 
bring the realization home. Five weeks among 
these people have shown me a world suffering to 
such an extent that when one touches it some- 
where on its body it almost begins to bleed. To 
invent words, the world is not only “circumform,” 
it is “cruciform,” like a cross. And so I returned to 
my country wanting to be more sympathetic, to 
listen and look. If I must be critical of my govern- 
ment, I want to be constructively critical. I want to 
be a better citizen, practising a citizenship as based 
on our great heritage of tradition. 


Even in Geneva and Amsterdam the secret po- 
lice breathe their hot breaths upon the necks of 
the people. We all want to live in a land where 
we may love and make our own choices. The old 
world cannot do this. Here in our country we 
have the privilege of voting as we please, and 
because the mob votes one way we do not have 
to vote that way, we are free to vote an inde- 
pendent ticket, and as for myself I intend to vote 
independently for the rest of my life. I returned 
from Amsterdam and Geneva happy that we real- 
ized there that theology was just as important 
as we believed it to be. At this meeting we found 
all the conservatism one would find at a Nazarene 
meeting. We talked about our help and hope 
coming from God. We talked about the Lordship 
of Jesus Christ, about the guidance of The 
Holy Spirit, redemption, atonement and resurrec- 
tion, and about the living Christ today. 


We found that what a man believes today is 
just as important as it ever was. Our Christian 
heritage has always stressed the quality of a 
man’s belief. A man’s concept of honesty and purity 
counts, and he cannot be guided by just his own 
conscience. Theology is our only help. 


I think we may safely say now, that that vicious 
doctrine known as “humanism” is dead, as dead 
as the chestnut trees at Montreat, North Caro- 
lina, and they’re all dead. I met people within 
the Iron Curtain who are suspicious of the Mar- 
shall Plan. “We don’t understand it,” they say, 
“surely you must have something in the back parts 
of your minds about it.’”’ Perhaps we do have some 
selfish aspect: we want to see our way of life pre- 
served for the whole world; its foundation is a 
generous impulse. 


Person after person thanked God and America 
for money, food and clothing. Everywhere, how- 
ever, there was the inescapable feeling that time 
is running out. We in America have got to under- 
gird the Protestant Church in Europe and Asia 
today. There is no other way than the Gospel, 
issuing in good works. Christ is the Only Answer. 
Material things beyond our necessities amount to 
very little now. What matters is that we go to 
our knees and arise and go out and do the strongest 
possible good works. 

I returned feeling that the Church is a far more 
vital thing than I ever dreamed. I sat with people 
from 44 nations from 147 denominations for two 
weeks, and never have I seen such a wonderful 


— 


spirit as I saw manifested at Amsterdam. I think 
a little baby was born there; it’s a small baby, 
but if we nurture it, it’s going to grow. It’s high 
time the Protestant churches had a medium through 
which they can express their unity, and while we 
didn’t go to Amsterdam to discuss church unity, 
the constitution of the World Council says this: 
that all who acknowledge Jesus Christ as their 
Lord and God are welcome. There was some criti- 
cism for not taking the Unitarians in,—but how 
could we? They do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Saviour. 


Today we must believe in our Church as never 
before. Prayers, service, gifts are vital if we are 
to proclaim the Gospel which is our duty as 
Christians. Our Church is not brittle; it won't 
break. We must take hold of it—strongly—and 
use it. 


How much time? Who knows? But unless Christ 
can save us, we are lost, utterly. Thank God that 
He alone is our help today. We’re living in an 
atomic age, and someone has aptly said: ‘Unless 
we look up, we’re going to blow up.” Let’s look 
up and see the cross, and realize the divine 
promise, that some day the world—all the world— 
will be drawn to Him. Then let us give ourselves 
- _ and useful service to those for whom He 

ied. 





Resolutions Of Appreciation 


On The Occasion Of The Fiftieth Anniversary 
Of Ordination Of Rev. Robert Erwin 
Hough, D.D., Nov. 26, 1948 


The Session of The Central Presbyterian Church 
of Jackson, Mississippi, takes this occasion as an 
opportunity for expression of its sincere appreci- 
ation and profound gratitude for this kind, 
scholarly, energetic, dependable and gracious man 
of God. As elders in this church, for thirty years 
it was our privilege, not only to be blessed by his 
faithful, sound ministry in the pulpit, but to be 
directed by his sane, effective, Christlike counsel 
in the best interests of the Kingdom of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. We were held by the sway and quiet 
charm of his personality. We honor him as a de- 
voted friend and fellow-labourer, as a splendid 
father in his family, as a figure of influence in 
the city in which we live. 


Dr. Hough came to our church when it was in 
very desperate need. Not only did he lead us so 
that our needs were satisfied, but he opened large 
and challenging vistas of worship and service. 
During the thirty years of his ministry here the 
Central Church’s membership has doubled again 
and again. His stimulating leadership gave us 4 
new appreciation of the Scriptures as the truth of 
God. His presence on occasions both of joy and of 
sorrow made him a choice friend. The building in 
which we now worship was erected during the time 
of his active ministry. Our children were brought 
to confess Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord through 
his teaching. Our grandchildren in many it- 
stances received the covenant promise in baptism 
by his hands. We have been blessed and the 
blessings of these years will forever be our choice 
treasure. 


_We are fully aware of the breadth of his mag- 
nificent service and the intensity of his complete 
devotion. He has dedicated himself to maintaining 
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the best in the training of young ministers by serv- 
ing for many years on the Board of Directors of 
Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Geor- 
sia, He has most acceptably served the Synod of 
Mississippi, as its Moderator in 1941, and as its 
Stated Clerk for eighteen years. His work was 
recognized by one of our own Presbyterian Schools, 
Southwestern at Memphis, when it granted him 
his Doctor of Divinity degree in 1936. His solid, 
substantial leadership in all matters relating to the 
work of the church courts was enhanced by his 
varied experience. For fourteen years he served in 
strategic places in our sister denomination, the 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. His min- 
istry has been carried on in four of our southern 
states. 


His sphere of influence has recently been very 
greatly enlarged by the publication of his book, 
“The Christian After Death.” The wide, hearty, 
and enthusiastic reception of it is noble evidence 
of his wisdom and skill in dispensing the Word 
of our God. Since the inception of the publication, 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, Dr. Hough has 
very frequently written stimulating editorials. 


Therefore be it resolved: 


First, that as a Session we give thanks to God 
for the blessing of the presence and leadership 
of Dr. R. S. Hough, and add our prayer and wish 
that God may crown his remaining days with joy 
and continued success. 


Second, that this resolution be read in the Morn- 
ing Worship Service on Sunday, November 21, 
1948, to the congregation gathered and the radio 
congregation. 


Third, that at the appropriate time copies of 
this resolution be sent to the Jackson daily 
papers and to The Christian Observer and South- 
ern Presbyterian Journal, and to the family. 


The Session, 
Central Presbyterian Church, 
Jackson, Mississippi. 


Unanimously passed November 15, 1948. 





—— 





Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Jan. 2: The World In 
Which Jesus Lived 


Scripture: Matthew 22:15 - 23:39; Luke 2; 3:1-3; 
Galatians 4:1-5. Devotional Reading: Luke 1:46-55. 


“When the time had fully come, God sent forth 
His Son.” God always does things at the right 
time. We men are often too early or too late. He 
is invariably on time. It is very important to “wait 
for the Lord.” 


Mary, in her song, (Dev. Read.), is praising 
God for regarding the “low estate of his hand- 
maiden—for scattering the proud in the imagina- 
tion of their hearts, for putting down the mighty 
from their thrones and exalting those of low de- 
gree.” The world of Jesus’ day, as of our day, was 
full of the pride of men. God loves to exalt the 
humble and resist the proud. 


We shall in this lesson try to get a composite 
picture of the world as it was in His day, espe- 
tially in its religious and political aspects. 


I. The Religious Leaders of His Time: Matthew 
22:15 - 23:39. 


_l. A Chapter of Questions. 22:15-45. The re- 
lgious situation is seen in these chapters where 
the enemies of Christ combine their forces to try 
‘0 ensnare Him in His teaching and so have 


al excuse to accuse Him to the Roman Govern- 
ment, 


The first question is proposed by the Pharisees 
and Herodians, who hated each other, but got to- 
gether in this attempt. (The Pharisees were the 
intensely patriotic party of the Jews, and the 


erodians those who were inclined to join with 
te Romans). 


Their question is a crafty one and introduced 
With hone 


ved words of flattery: “We know that 


you are true, and teach the way of God truth- 
fully, and care for no man; for you do not regard 
the position of men.” Then follows the question 
which was intended, no matter how He answered, 
to get Him in trouble. His answer is a masterly 
statement of the great principle of separation of 
Church and State: “render therefore to Caesar 
the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things 
that are God’s.” 


Next came the Sadducees—the skeptics of that 
day, who neither believed in the resurrection or 
angels or spirits. They had concocted an imaginary 
problem which, in their silly ignorance and un- 
belief, thought was insoluble. He completely put 
them to shame, and goes on to assert the truth 
of the resurrection and life eternal by telling them 
that God is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living: He is the God of Abraham, of Isaac, of 
Jacob. He tells them that they neither know the 
Scriptures nor the power of God. 


Then the lawyer, spokesman for the Pharisees, 
tested Him by asking, “Which is the great com- 
mandment in the law.’”’ His answer is very simple, 
and again reveals their ignorance of the Old Testa- 
ment, for He quotes from that. 


He then asks them, ‘‘What do you think of the 
Christ? Whose Son is He? They said to Him, 
‘The son of David.’” He quotes from Psalm 110 
to prove that the Christ is higher than the son 
of David, and from that day no one dared ask 
Him any more questions. , 


2. A Chapter of Denunciation: 23:1-39. Jesus 
now turns upon His foes and denounces them in no 
uncertain terms, showing them up in their true 
colors. Notice some of the despicable traits of char- 
acter of these religious leaders of Jesus’ time—the 
Scribes and Pharisees. We can easily see why He 
rebuked them so sharply and severely. 
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“They preach, but do not practice—they bind 
heavy burdens, hard to bear and lay them on 
men’s shoulders, but they themselves will not move 
them with their finger—they do all their deeds to 
be seen of men—they love the places of honor at 
feasts and the best seats in the synagogues, and 
salutations in the market places, and being called 
rabbi by men.” In contrast to these proud, selfish 
hypocrites, He exhorts His followers to humility 
and service. 


He then begins His series of ‘Woes’ pronounced 
against these leaders of the Jewish Church, show- 
ing their hypocrisy and condemning them as “blind 
guides” who are like unclean cups and plates and 
“whitewashed tombs.”’ The chapter closes with His 
lament over Jerusalem, forsaken and desolate since 
she has been unwilling to accept Him as Savior 
and King. 


Before we go on to the Political world of Jesus’ 
time, let us do some examining of our own lives 
and times. When Jesus warned His disciples to be- 
ware of the leaven of the Pharisees, Sadducees, 
and Herod, He was faithfully putting them on 
guard against the greatest menace to the Church 
of all ages. Has not Formalism, Unbelief, and 
Worldliness been the “Triple-threat” to the Church 
in every age of its history? Persecution could not 
kill the Church; these are its deadly enemies, for 
they have ruined the influence of the Church and 
destroyed its testimony. What was it that almost 
killed the Church just before the Reformation, and 
again, in England just before the Great Awaken- 
ing? This leaven of Hypocrisy, Unitarianism, and 
Worldliness. No wonder that the Head of the 
Church is exposing these religious leaders so re- 
lentlessly. 


Such were the men who opposed, blasphemed, 
and persecuted our Lord, and such men would 
treat Him the same way today, if they had the 
opportunity. 


II. The Political Leaders of His Time: Luke 
2:1-7; 3:1-3. First, there was Caesar Augustus, 
the Roman Emperor. “He, Antony and Lepidus, 
formed the second triumvirate. Lepidus was re- 
tired, Augustus defeated Antony (B.C. 31), be- 
came sole ruler and received the title of emperor. 
He and Herod the Great were friendly, and in his 
honor Herod built Caesarea. He was on the throne 
when Jesus was born.” 


Tiberius Caesar. “He followed Augustus, was 
his adopted son and son-in-law. (Matt. 22:17; 
Mark 12:14; John 19:12). He was a man of moody 
temper and spent most of his time on the island 
of Capri. He was emperor when Jesus was cruci- 
fied and Pilate governor of Judea. In his honor 
Herod Antipas built Tiberias on the Sea of Galilee.” 


Pontius Pilate. We get a clear insight into 
Pilate’s character as we read of his shameful 
treatment of Jesus when he was tried before him. 


“Herod was given Galilee by his father in 47 
B.C. By the aid of Antony he was made King of 
Judea. Under Augustus nearly all of Palestine 
was added to his territory. His satanic sister, 
Salome, encouraged him in his crimes. He sought 
to destroy Jesus, massacred the infants, and died 
an awful death. He had nine wives.” 


His brother, Philip, was tetrach of the region 
of Iturea and Trachonitus, and Lysanius Tetrach 
of Abilene, Annas and Caiaphas being the high 
priests. 
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This political “set-up” is interesting, and ey. 
plains a great deal that occured. These rulers wer. 
either definitely antagonistic to Christ or indif. 
ferent to Him. Annas and Caiaphas, who were 
political as well as religious leaders, were among 
His bitterest enemies. 


III. The Pious Few: Luke 2:8-51. John, in his 
Gospel, aptly describes the case. He was in the 
world, and the world was made by Him, and the 
world knew Him not. He came unto His own, and 
His own received Him not: BUT as many as re. 
ceived Him, to them gave He power to become 
the sons of God. 


oun" come now to the FEW THAT RECEIVED 


First, there were the Shepherds. We have this 
beautiful and familiar story in Verses 8-20. Then 
Matthew tells us of the Wise Men. 


Simeon. “Now there was a man in Jerusalem, 
whose name was Simeon, and he was righteous 
and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was upon him.” Of course he 
received Him. Inspired by the Spirit he came into 
os temple, took Him up in his arms and blessed 

od. 


Anna. And there was a prophetess, Anna, the 
daughter of Phanuel. She did not depart from 
the temple, worshipping with fasting and prayer 
night and day. Coming up at that very hour she 
gave thanks to God. 


Then, of course, Joseph and Mary, ard later, 
the disciples, and women. 


So, today, there are, we trust, millions of sincere 
Christians who have received Him. The political 
and Religious world—for there are many false re 
ligions, and Apostate Churches, still is hostile 
but He has those who are true and loyal. 





Lesson For Jan. 9: Sources Of 
Our Knowledge Of Jesus 


Scripture: Mark 2:13-14; Luke 1:1-4; John 20: 
30-31; 21-25; Acts 1:1; 20:35; I Corinthian 
11:23- 15:3-8; Colossians 4:14; I John 1:1-4. De 
votional Reading: Hebrews 2:1-9. 


The writer of Hebrews says that we ought 10 
give close attention to what we have heard a 
not drift away from it. If the message spoken y 
angels was valid and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just retribution, how sh 
we escape if we neglect such a great salvatiot, 
declared at first by the Lord and attested to & 
by those that heard Him. 


Holy men spake as they were moved by th 
Holy Spirit in the Old Testament, and holy met, 
even those chosen by the Lord, speak to us in th 
New Testament to give us the Life and Work 
Jesus Christ. Jesus promised that this should & 
the case. Before He left He told His disciples thi! 
when the Holy Spirit came He should guide thet 
into all the truth, bringing to their remembrant 
what He had spoken to them, taking of the thing 
of Christ and showing these things to them. (S# 
Bernard’s Progress of Doctrine). 


Why do we have Four Gospels? Why do we oftet 
have in our homes different photographs of Pt 
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sons we love, some taken from one point of view, 
and some from another? We have to look at our 
Lord from a variety of view-points if we are to get 
, complete picture of the One whose name is 
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Ever- 
igsting Father, the Prince of Peace—the God-man. 
The Four Gospels do not describe Him, but in them 
He presents Himself to us in all His marvellous 
attributes. 


(A very fine little book is “The Four Gospels,” 
py Andrew Jukes). The contents of this book are 
4s follows: 


L The Four Gospels, Four Views of Christ. II. 
St, Matthew; or, The Son of Abraham. III. St. 
Mark; or, The Servant of God. IV. St. Luke; or, 
The Son of Adam. V. St. John; or, The Son of 
God. VI. The Common Testimony. 


Let us now look briefly at some of these “holy 
men” who wrote the Life of our Lord: 


I. Matthew: The Gospel for the Jew: Mark 
913-14. In these verses Mark tells us of the Call 
of Levi, or Matthew. 


He was a publican, a tax-collector, one of that 
s-despised class. His Gospel is written especially 
for the Jew. It is filled with quotations from the 
(ld Testament. His object is to prove to the Jews 
beyond the shadow of a doubt that Jesus is the 
Promised Messiah, the King of the Jews. He traces 
His ancestry back to Abraham, through David. 


Today, when trying to convince unbelieving 
Jews that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the Savior 
of the world, this Gospel is the one to start with. 


I. Mark. The Gospel for the Romans. “John 
Mark was the son of Mary, a Christian Jewess, in 
whose home the early Christians seem to have been 
sheltered. He was peculiarly Roman in training 
and development.” 


He spent much time both with Peter and Paul, 
and the former seems to have had a great influ- 
ence on the writer. Eusebius says that the Gospel 
was submitted to Peter for his approval. 


“It is peculiarly the Gospel of Power” Much is 
made of the marvellous works of Jesus. This would 
appeal to the Romans, and it is generally admitted 
that it is the Gospel for the Romans. The in- 


formation set forth has the marks of an eye wit- 
hess, 


Mark is silent about the events connected with 
the birth of Jesus, and of John the Baptist. He 
omits the Sermon on the Mount, and only two of 
the parables spoken on the sea shore are selected. 


“The style of the book is unlike that of the 
others. It is terse, peculiarly Roman and soldierly 
—The word “straightway” as used by Mark about 
- idea of Service is very predominant in the 


dook; the Great Servant of Jehovah is busy help- 
Ing men, 


Ill. Luke The Gospel for the Greeks: Luke 1:1- 
4, Luke is the only Gentile writer of the Scrip- 
— He was born, according to Eusebius and 

ome, i i j j 


* ’ 

Witness, but had thorough understanding of the 
Woole matter. He is a most accurate writer. This 
a been proved by the critics of Acts. He was a 
physician, an educated man. 


p, The Greeks were always searching for the “Ideal 
an.” “The Jew and the Roman were by nature 


exclusive.” The Jew wanted to fraternize only with 
the descendants of Abraham; the Romans were 
“wedded to the power of Rome’; but the Greeks 
were cosmopolitan. “The full-grown Jew was a 
Pharisee; the full-grown Roman was a Caesar; but 
the full-grown Greek was a world-man.” These 
two characteristics, his ideals of perfection and 
universality must be considered in presenting Jesus 
to the Greek, and that is what Luke did.” 


He does not stop with Abraham when tracing 
the ancestry of our Lord, but goes back to Adam, 
the first man. He presents Christ as the Ideal, 
Perfect Man, the second head of the human race. 


Let us notice some of the significant things 
omitted and added: (1) “The Thirty years.” He 
deals with twelve things connected with these 
years while Matthew mentions only six. (2) He 
does not record the early Judean Ministry (3) The 
Perean Ministry. This is a most significant ad- 


dition as it sets forth the work of Christ for the 
Gentile World. 


IV. John: The Gospel “for all’ — “for the 
Church.” 20:30-31; 21:25. 


Gregory Nazianzen says, “Matthew wrote the 
wonderful works of Jesus for the Jew; Mark for 
the Roman; Luke for the Greeks; John—a herald, 
who reaches the very heavens, for all.” 


His Gospel was called by the early Church 
Fathers “The Spiritual Gospel.’”’ Written after the 
others, by the beloved disciple, it goes back beyond 
Abraham, or even Adam, to “the beginning” and 
describes the Incarnation, “Is the beginning was 


the Word and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.” 


“The style of the Gospel is simple, but its 
thought profound.” It is like a clear pool, that 
looks shallow, but in reality is exceedingly deep. 


It states its purpose in these words, (20:31) 
But these are written that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, and that be- 
lieving ye might have life in His name. 


It reveals Jesus Christ as the divine Son of 
God. In support of this he records seven great 
miracles, or “signs’’: water turned to wine; healing 
the nobleman’s son at a distance; feeding the five 
thousand; walking on the water; healing the man 
born blind; raising Lazarus to life; the draught 
of fishes after the resurrection. 


John stresses the Deity of our Lord. This does 
not mean that the other Gospels do not teach this 
same truth, for all of them do. The full picture 


is the portrait of the God-Man, Immanuel, God 
with us. 


V. Paul: Explaining the Facts: I Corinthians 
11:23-25; 15:3-8. 


There were some things revealed personally to 
this last Apostle who saw the Lord and heard 
His voice on the way to Damascus. One of these 
is the institution of the Lord’s Supper, as we have 
it in our first selection. 


But the great work of Paul, the logical thinker 
and theologian, is the explanation he gives of 
the meaning of the death, resurrection, and second 
coming of the Savior. If we turn to I Corinthians 
15:1-58 we find him starting the chapter with a 
clear statement of the Atonement—‘“Christ died 
for our sins’—and a masterful treatise on the 
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Resurrection and its meaning for us. Turn to 
Romans 5 and we find the subject of the Atone- 
ment treated more fully. In his Doctrinal Epistles 
Paul gives the great doctrines so precious to all 
Protestants. 


IV. John Again: Fellowship; I John 1:1-4. It 
is not enough to know and believe the Facts; to 
understand the great Doctrines of Grace; we are 
to enjoy a blessed Fellowship with Christ. Is not 
this very natural in John—the “Beloved Disciple.” 





Lesson For Jan. 16: The Boyhood 
And Youth Of Jesus 


Scripture: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23; Mark 6:3; 
Luke 2:39-52. Devotional Reading: Luke 2:25-32. 


There is not a great deal told us concerning the 
Boyhood and Youth of Jesus, but the few things 
that are revealed are most instructive and interest- 
ing. 

The writers, Matthew, Luke, and John, were 
more concerned with showing us the facts con- 
cerning the Incarnation and Birth, than the par- 
ticulars of His childhood. Tradition has added a 
large collection of stories about this period of His 
life, but while these stories are interesting, and 
may have a measure of truth in them, we cannot 
be sure of their validity. Many people have been 
curious as to what might have taken place during 
this time. We have every reason to believe that He 
was an unusual Child. This much is apparent 
and is seen in the inspired revelation, but as to 
His working miracles and doing other astounding 
works we may well be dubious, since we have no 
sure word from God. We shall, of course, confine 
our study to the incidents related in Scripture 
and the applications we can make from them. 


There are at least three very plain lessons we 
can learn about His Boyhood days: These days 
were full of Perils, of Progress, of Power. 


I. The Boyhood and Youth of Jesus was Full 
of Perils: Matt. 2:13-15, 19-23. (See also Revela- 
tion 12:1-6). 


In the reference from Revelation we have a 
very vivid picture of a “great red dragon” who 
stood before the woman ready to devour her 
Child as soon as He should be born, and we have 
the preservation of this Child. This is a true 
picture of the Peril which faced the Incarnate Son 
of God when He came into the world. 


Let us now turn to the account from Matthew 
and see how it corresponds to the symbolic account 
in Revelation. 


The wise men had come to see the Child. This 
was sometime after His birth for they came to a 
“house”. Herod the king and all Jerusalem had 
been very much troubled by the question of these 
men, “Where is He that is born King of the Jews?” 
He enquired of the chief priests and scribes where 
Christ should be born, and when they told him 
Bethlehem, he summoned the wise men and told 
them to search diligently for the child and when 
they found Him to bring him word that he might 
come and worship Him also. 


They, guided by the star, found the young child 
and His mother, but being warned of God in a 
dream, did not reveal His whereabouts to the 
king but returned to their country another way. 
Then Herod sent forth and slew all the male 
children in Bethlehem and in all the region round- 
about who were two years old and under. 


ee 


Joseph and Mary, instructed of God in a Vision 
took the young child and fled into Egypt and 
mained there until the death of Herod. Wha 
Herod died an angel appeared to Joseph again anj 
commanded him to return to the land of Israg 
This he did, but when he found that Archelay 
reigned in place of his father, he was afraid to 


district of Galilee and came to Nazareth, thy 
fulfilling the prophecy, “He shall be called , 
Nazarene.” 


No doubt the treasures presented to the you, 
child were used to care for Him during this tin 
of peril. God cares for His own, not only by pn. 
tecting them in times of danger, but by providin 
for their physical needs. 


John’s words were indeed true: He was in th 
world and the world knew Him not; He came unt 
His own, and His own received Him not. No roon 
in the inn for the new-born Babe, and no room 
the political realm for someone who might be, 
rival to the king on the throne. Marvel not if th 
world hate you; it hated Me before it hated yu 


But wicked men can never thwart the plan 
and purposes of the Almighty: He maketh th 
wrath of man to praise Him and restrains th 
residue of wrath. 


II. The Boyhood and Youth of Jesus was full of 
Progress: Luke 2:39-52. 


“And the child grew and became strong, fill 
with wisdom; and the favor of God was up 
Him.” “And Jesus increased in wisdom and it 
statue and in favor with God and man.” 


The Incarnation was REAL. Jesus Christ becam 
one of us, and as one of us He grew and t 
veloped; there was PROGRESS. 


In His physical nature He grew from a bal 
to a boy and a young man and then came to m 
turity. This was part of His Humiliation. 


His mind developed as children’s minds do. 
grew in Wisdom, which is higher than me 
knowledge. This is seen in a striking way in the 


astonished at His understanding and answers. 


His Spiritual nature developed also, as the fav 
of God rested upon Him and He grew in fav 
with god. 


His fellow men learned to love Him: He grewil 
favor with those about Him. 


Our children should advance in this four-fdl 
manner. Jesus was without original, or inherite 
sin, so His growth was unhindered by the hané- 
caps of our children, but we should seek for ti 
same sort of development in them as we find 2 
the Boyhood and Youth of the God-Man. 


It is most interesting to watch children Le 
progress day by day in these different ways. Wo 
it not be wonderful to watch a sinless Child gt 
as He grew? No wonder Mary and Joseph m 
velled at Him, pondered all these things thel 
hearts. Of course, they both knew that He wa! 
supernatural Child from His birth. 
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Ill. The Boyhood and Youth of Jesus was full of 
Power: Supernatural Power. Luke 2:25-32; 2:41-51 
He was both a Natural and a Supernatural Child. 


Some of those who came in contact with Him 
recognized this fact. 


Simeon was one of these. He was inspired by the 
Spirit and saw the supernatural in this child as he 
made his statement: Lord, now letteth thou thy 
servant depart in peace according to thy word; for 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation which thou hast 
prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to thy peo- 
ple Israel. (R.S.V.) “‘And Simeon blessed them and 
said to Mary His mother, ‘Behold, this child is set 
for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a 
sign that is spoken against (and a sword will pierce 
through your own soul also) that thoughts out of 
many hearts may be revealed’’! 


The prophetess Anna was another. She did not 
depart from the temple, worshipping with fasting 
and prayer night and day. And coming up at that 
very hour she gave thanks to God, and spoke of 
Him to all who were looking for the redemption 
ef Jerusalem. 








a 


This Power of God resting upon Him showed 
itself, as we have seen, when as a boy of twelve He 
went with Mary and Joseph to Jerusalem. No other 
child could have shown himself equal, and even 
superior, to the doctors of the law who were inter- 
rogating Him. These learned men were “amazed,” 
as they well might be, for they had never seen a 
child like Him before. The treasures of wisdom 


and knowledge were already manifesting their pres- 
ence in Him. 


He grew and became strong in the Power of 
His perfect manhood and deity, He, from His 
birth was both God and man: Immanuel, God-with- 
us.” Christ, the Son of God, became man by taking 
to Himself a true body and a reasonable soul, and 
... “It was requisite that the Mediator should be 
God, that He might sustain and keep the human 
nature from sinking under the infinite wrath of 
God, and the power of death” and... “It was re- 
quisite that the Mediator who was to reconcile God 
and man, should Himself be both God and man, 
and this in one person” and... (See Larger Cate- 
chism, Questions 27, 38, 39, 40). 


Young People’s Department 


Editor’s Note: We appreciate the help of five of 
the Columbia Seminary students in preparing the 
program material for this Department for January. 


—H.B.D. 
Vesper Topics For January 


Jan. 2: Topic - The Etiquette 
Of Evangelism 


This program written by C. C. Benz, Jr., stu- 
dent at Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, 


Ga. 


Introduction 


Unit: Evangelism. This is the first program of 
the unit of Evangelism. The program is designed to 
make young people aware of the necessity of per- 
sonal witnessing, and the part that they as young 
people can take in it. If a young person is old 
enough to join the Church, then certainly he is old 
enough to understand the need for evangelism, and 
the responsibility which rests upon him as an indi- 
vidual. You will see in this program many things 
which have been or can be done by youth groups in 
this matter of Evangelism. We must however first 
have in our minds the Scriptural grounds upon 
which this matter rests. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. Everyone Needs Salvation. “We are all as an 
unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags.” (Isaiah 64:6). “All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned every one to his own 
way.” (Isaiah 53:8). Truly the prophet Isaiah was 
a righteous man, but he knew that for himself all 
is righteousness was as filthy rags when compared 
with the righteousness that God requires of His 
children. Pascal has put it this way: “There are two 
Classes of men in the world: The righteous, who 


know themselves to be sinners; and the rest, sin- 
ners who think themselves to be righteous.” 


2. No One Can Save Himself. “For whosoever 
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all.” (James 2:10). “Jesus 
saith unto him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
Me.” (John 14:6). Scripture is full of the admoni- 
tion that a man cannot save himself. The very fact 
of the existence of Christ shows that man is in- 
capable of His own salvation. Why else did Christ 
come? What did He accomplish by His death and 
Resurrection? The very fiber of Christianity cries 
out: “No one can save himself.” 


3. Everyone Needs Christ. “For Christ also hath 
once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that 
he might bring us to God.” (I Peter 3:18). “For 
God so loved the world He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16). We 
have said that no one can save himself. How then 
is a man saved? The Christian Church has an- 
swered down through the ages that there is salva- 
tion in Christ and in none other. God has accomp- 
lished in Christ what no man can accomplish for 
himself. Truly the answer of the young people must 
be: “There is none other name under Heaven given 
among men whereby we must be saved.” (Acts 
4:12). Yes everyone needs Christ, for after all, 
“what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul?” 


Suggestions 


Use the outline of the program found in The 
Presbyterian Youth, keeping as a background the 
Scriptural thoughts given above. No program is 
really successful unless the talking resolves itself 
to aeting. What can your group do about evan- 
gelism? Do you have any non-Christians in your 
school or your neighborhood? Do you have any in- 
active members on your Sunday School roll? Let’s 
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decide tonight to do something practical about the 
proplems that face your group. Words without ac- 
tions are dead! 





Program For Jan. 9: Here’s How 


This program written by J. W. Stonebraker, stu- 
dent at Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, 
Ga. Temporary Address: South Highland Presby- 


terian Church, Birmingham, Ala. 
Introduction 


This is the second of a series of programs on 
Evangelism. The first one pointed out some of the 
crying needs for Evangelism and some of the mar- 
velous results of it. Now we are dealing with the 
all-important consideration of what we today may 
do about it and some of the techniques which we 
may employ, or, as the topic suggests, ‘“‘Here’s 
How,” we may go about the business of Evangelism. 
To find some of these hows, let us consider the 
methods of the Master Evangelist and some of His 
Disciples. 


Scripture Lesson 


. Personal Evangelism - Christ and the woman of 
Samaria: John 4:4-42. 


. Visitation Evangelism: Luke 10:1-20. 


- Revival or Preaching Evangelism: Matthew, 
Chapters 5,6,7. Or Pentecost: Acts 2:14-42. 


. Sunday School Evangelism: Luke 4:14-15. 
. Bible School Evangelism: John 7:14-39. 

- Home Mission Evangelism: Mark 1:38-39. 
. Medical Evangelism: Matthew 8:16-17. 


Suggestions 


Follow the Presbyterian Youth Program, making 
sure that there is ample discussion of the actual 
methods that each member of the group may use in 
the many types of Evangelism. Some may be 
preachers or evangelists, others may be teachers 
and personal workers, while others may only be 
able to say: “‘ ‘Follow me’ into the doors of God’s 
house where you may learn more of Him.” Let 
each member discover the method which he can 
best use. In all this study, though, remember the 
importance of the how. Telling a person to preach 
the Gospel is one thing, but it is a three-year semi- 
. Mary course to teach him how. 





FOREIGN MISSIONS PROGRAM 
Jan. 16: We Didn’t Invent It 


This program written by A. N, Wells, student at 
Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


Perhaps we are under the impression that the 
Church “thought up” the idea of missions itself in 
order to give it something to do in the world. But 
such is far from being the truth. In fact, it wasn’t 
the Church’s “idea” at all. The missionary char- 
acter of the Christian Church was already deter- 
mined before the Church itself was finally and 
fully established. Our program tonight is designed 
to show that “‘we didn’t invent it.” 


I. The Christian Faith Our Chief Heritage: (a) 
It was given to us by “holy men of God as they 
_ were moved by the Holy Ghost.” (b) It is built upon 
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the sure foundation of God’s redeeming love in 
Jesus Christ. (c) It has been preserved and kept 
intact through the keeping power of God and de- 
livered to us today. 


II. The Importance of the Missionary Spirit and 
Character of Our Heritage: (a) Established by the 
command of Christ. Mt. 28:19,20. (b) Manifested 
by consecrated men of God down through the cen- 
turies: (1) Paul: his missionary work extended 
over the Roman Empire. (2) William Carey: re- 
fused to be satisfied with the lack of the missionary 
spirit and went out as the “Father of Modern Mis- 
sions.” (3) David Livingstone: burned out his life 
on the Continent of Africa, taking the message of 
Christ to the natives and ministering to their dis- 
tresses. (4) Robert Morrison: left his native Eng- 
re to become the first Protestant missionary to 

ina. 


III. The Inescapable Challenge Our Heritage 
Sets Before Us: (a) Christ’s command is still up- 
permost: John 17:18, 21:15-18. (b) The need of 
the world has never been greater than it is today. 
(c) The world situation never offered greater ad- 
vantages for the spread of the Gospel. (d) Can we 
ignore His command and fail to carry our heritage 
to those who have no hope? Romans 10:14,15. 





HELL 


Reprint of article by Chalmers W. Alexander 
now available in folder form at $1.00 per hundred 
postpaid. Order from The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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Our China Missionaries 


The tragic events now enacted in China deeply 
involve the work of our China Mission. All terri- 
tory north of the Yangzte, in what was formerly 
our North Kiangsu Mission, is in the process of 
being overrun by the Communists. 


The following is part of a recent report from 
the field: 


“By action of the Ad-Interim Committee of the 
Mission its members have been classified as to pri- 
ority in evacuation, and upon the strong advice of 
the American authorities and the procedure being 
followed by other Missions a group consisting of 
those with young children, the older missionaries 
near retirement age, and any who are sick are 
being sent out in the first group. As listed in the 
latest communication, dated November 22, from 
Rev. S. C. Farrior, Treasurer of our China Mission 
at Shanghai, he says that it is hoped the following 
can be evacuated on the S. S. ‘General Buckner’ 
sailing from Shanghai on November 29 or 30: 


“Rev. and Mrs. J. W. Vinson, Dr. and Mrs. Alex 
Moffett, Rev. and Mrs. Andrew Allison, Rev. and 
Mrs. H. T. Bridgman, Mrs. M. A. Hopkins, Rev. 
and Mrs. W. F. Junkin, Jr., Miss Elinore Lynch 
Dr. and Mrs. Henry S. Nelson, Miss Florence 
Nickles, Rev. and Mrs. G. Bird Talbot, and Dr. and 
Mrs. M. P. Young.” 


Apparently Rev. F. A. Brown is still in Suchow, 
which has been taken by the Communists. At latest 
reports Rev. E. S. Currie was still in Haichow, 
— to aid in the escape of 200 Christian 
eaders. 


When appraising the China situation and the 
government of General Chiang let us remember 
the following: 


a. China’s monetary devaluation and subsequent 
inflation is due in part to America’s selfish silver 
policy, whereby for the sake of the “Silver Bloc,” 
the world price of silver was increased and China’s 
silver currency eventually drained off. 


b. China fought Japan while we supplied Japan 
with scrap iron. 


ce. Japan, after Pearl Harbor, not once but six 
different times, offered fairly reasonable peace 
terms to China, but China, under General Chiang, 
chose to fight on on the side of America. 


d. General Chiang recognized Communism and 
the Chinese Communists as enemies which must be 
destroyed. America tried to make a deal between 
the Chinese Communists and the Nationalist Gov- 
ernment, something we did not attempt in any 
other part of the world. 


e. The aid to China was given and administered 


in a way calculated to increase waste and corrup- 
tion. 


f. Finally, with all of its shortcomings, the Cen- 
tral Government of General Chiang has been 
friendly to America and to Christianity and the 
Christian missionaries. 


The present situation demands the prayers of 
Church. If we humble ourselves and seek God’s 
leading He is yet able to alter the situation for 
good. Pray particularly for the Crristians and the 
Church left behind in the areas overrun hy Com- 
munism. —L.N.B. 
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“THE FAITH THAT SATISFIES” 


William M. Anderson, Jr., D.D. Published by 
Loizeau Brothers, Inc., New York, N. Y. 


The life and ministry of Dr. “Will” Anderson, 
Jr. are still fresh and fragrant in the memory of 
our Southern Presbyterian Church. He will long 
be remembered as one of the most illustrious ex- 
pository preachers of our denomination. He was 
a preacher of “the Book.” Shortly after his death 
Dr. Manford George Gutzke expressed his appreci- 
ation for the Bible-centered ministry of Dr. Ander- 
son in this fine paragraph: “In an age when some 
have chosen to aggrandize themselves by assum- 
ing an air of intellectual superiority in dismissing 
the Bible as outmoded, as inadequate, here was 
a man who chose to identify himself everywhere 
openly, with this Book in his hand, as one who 
sincerely and candidly believed the Scriptures to 
be true ... His trust was in God. His confidence 
was in the Word.” 


The sermons in this volume were recorded in 
shorthand by a member of the congregation, seat- 
ed in the auditorium as he spoke. From these notes 
the sermons in this book have been assembled. 
These sermons in this book are therefore pub- 
lished exactly as the sermons appear in the 
stenographer’s notes. 


The nineteen sermons are simple and informal. 
They deal with important subjects. The first is 
on ‘What Sort of a Being is God?” and the last, 
“The Return of Our Lord.” The other seventeen 
likewise discuss “the grand particularities of the 
Christian faith.”” Nowhere in this volume do we ob- 
serve any concessions to liberalism. His view of 
Scripture is set forth in this forthright sentence, 
“IT want it understood distinctly that I am one 
who holds to the whole Word.of God, from the 
beginning of it to the end of it, as the verbal, 
plenary inspired revelation of God to man.” This 
book, keyed to the central verities of our faith, 
will surely bring new hope and vision to all who 
read these mature messages delivered by one of 
the South’s best-loved preachers. 


—John R. Richardson. 


“The Martin Luther Christmas Book.” Arranged 
and translated by Roland H. Bainton. Published by 
The Westminister Press, Witherspoon Building, 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. Price $2.50. Selections from 
the origina! sermons on the Gospels in the Weimar 
edition of Luther’s works, Volume XXII, illustrat- 
ed with woodcuts by famous artists such as Durer 
and Schongauer. One may not care for the point 
of view of the writer of the introduction but every 
Christian will rejoice in Luther’s comments on the 
nativity of our Lord. This is a good book to have 
in one’s library or to give as a Christmas present. 


“Youth Fellowship Kit.” Volume 6. Edited b 
Clyde Allison. Published by Westminster Press 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. Price 
$3.00. Discussion topics and year-round progra 
suggestions for Young People’s Fellowship societie 
and clubs. The programs vary a great deal in merit 
They are written largely from the liberal point of 
view and are not Bible centered. 












Page 30 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Dec. 15, 1948 














_ “The Life of God and the Soul of Man.” By 
Henry Scougal. Published by Westminster Press, 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. Price 
$1.50. This was originally written as a letter to a 
friend, but “The Life of God and the Soul of 
Man” created such intense interest in the 17th 
century that it was published as a book. Since then 
it has become a classic of Christian devotion and 
timeless in its appeal. 













“Angels Come Down.” Aunt Theresa. Published 
by Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, 
Ill. t’rice 50c. Ten fine Christmas stories told over 
the air by the director of the KYB. Club. Heart 
warming situations involving children convey the 
true spirit of Christmas. 


“On Using Profanity.” Tract 161. By Erwin 
Kurth. Published by Concordia Publishing House, 
3558 South Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. Price 
10c. 


“Favorite Friends.’’ Published by Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, 3558 South Jefferson Avenue, St. 
Louis, Mo. Price 35c. A birthday autograph book 
which will serve to keep friendship in good repair. 


“Portals of Prayer.”” No. 87. Published by Con- 
cordia Publishing House, 3558 South Jefferson 
Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. From “Mine Eyes Have 
Seen.” By H. W. Gockel. Price 10c. 


“Friendship.”” By Richard A. Jesse. Concordia 
Publishing House, 3558 South Jefferson Avenue, 
St. Louis, Mo. Price 10c. 






















“A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories.”” By Arthur 
W. Gross. Concordia Publishing House, 2558 South 
Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. Price $2.60. 
This is a bright new Bible story picture book that 
will awaken in children a lively interest in the 
timeless stories of the Bible. The sixty selected 
Bible stories arranged for a unified, progressive 
account of man and his relationship to God. 








“The Babe of Bethlehem.” Arthur W. Gross. 
Concordia Publishing House, 3558 South Jeffer- 
son Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. Price 25c. 







“Why Believe?” By A. Rendle Short. Published 
by The Inter-varsity Christian Fellowship, 64 West 
Randolph Street, Chicago, Ill. Price 85c. If you 
have trouble replying to the challenge of non- 
' Christians, “‘Why should I believe in God,” “Why 
should Christ die?’”, etc., or if you should ever 
wonder about these things yourself, this book pre- 
-sents a clear, well reasoned argument for belief 
in the claims of Christ. 


“Charles Simeon.” By Bishop Handley C. G. 
Moule. Published by The Inter-varsity Christian 
Fellowship, 64 west Randolph Street, Chicago, Ill. 
Price $2.50. This is an important reprint. The book 
is a classic of its kind and throws much light on 
evangelism during the early 18th and 19th cen- 
turies. It will help Christians to re-learn how to 
suffer hardships as good soldiers of Christ and to 
endure persecution as Simeon did. This is a splen- 
did book for young people of college age. 


















“God’s Unlimited Forgiveness.’”’ Audio-Visual 
Teachers Guide. By Harry J. Kreider, Ph.D. Pub- 
lished by St. James Lutheran Church, 104-35 105 
Street, Ozone Park 16, N. Y. Price $1.00. Four 
lessons on vital auto-visual education in the church. 
A valuable aid to Sunday School workers. 









_ “Hymn Stories of the Twentieth Century.” Wil- 
liam J. Hart, Published by W. A. Wilde Company, 








131 Clarendon Street, Boston, Mass. Price $1.75. 
A welcome addition to the literature on the great 
hymns of the church. Those planning hymn serv- 


ices will be grateful to the author for this ma- 
terial. 


“Windows of Thought.” By David R. Piper. W. 
A. Wilde Company, 131 Clarendon Street, Boston, 
Mass. Price $1.50. Fifty-two talks on old truths. 
The talks were originally published in the “War 
Cry.” These cover such topics as “The Two-Armed 
Bandit,” “The Bulldog Art,” “Have you Lost it?” 
and “Buying a Hat.’”’ Those who want more illus- 
trative material will find it in this book. 


“Popular Parables for Young Folks.’ By John 
Henry Sargent. W. A. Wilde Company, 131 
Clarendon Street, Boston, Mass. Price $1.50. The 
parable teachings of this book are designed to 
show God’s workmanship to young folks. Each 
parable is approximately a three-minute talk based 
on familier objects which we see and use almost 


every day such as friends, reliability, service, 
missions, etc. 


“The Travels and Adventures of St. Paul.” 
Howard Palmer Young. W. A. Wilde Company, 
131 Clarendon Street, Boston, Mass. Price $2.50. 
Mr. Young has been studying Paul’s life in Pauline 
literature for over forty years. The writing of 
this book dates back to classes for young people, 
a study of St. Paul’s words and works and to a 
series of sermons for his own congregation. It is 
a true biography yet it reads like a story. 


“Freddie.” C. Umhau Wolf. The Warthburg 
Press, 55-59 East Main Street. Columbus 5, Ohio. 
“Freddie” is the story of a little boy with dark- 
colored skin. He plays and studies and goes to 
Sunday School like most boys of his age. It is 
illustrated with interesting pictures. 


“J. Hudson Taylor.’”’ Basil Miller. Zondervan 
Publishers, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. The 
latest biography of the great Christian missionary, 
J. Hudson Taylor. This biography shows how Dr. 
Taylor achieved, by constant spiritual exercises, 
complete consecration and total surrender, un- 
believable things for God and China. 


**50,000 Miles of Missionary Miracles.’’ Lester F. 
Sumrall. Zondervan Publishers, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $2.00. The unusual missionary experi- 
ences of two unusual missionaries—Lester and 
Louise Sumrall. Here the romance of soul-winning 
is intriguingly set forth. 


“Great Missionaries to the Orient.”’ J. Theodore 
Mueller. Zondervan Publishers, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $1.50. A record of God’s heroes in the 
Orient that should appeal to Christians everywhere 
and of all denominations. It is designed to stimu- 


late a greater devotion to the great mission cause 
of Christ. 


“Bible Stories for Boys and Girls.’’ Theodore W. 
Engstom. Zondervan Publishers, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $1.95. This book for boys and girls 
contains 70 Bible stories. They are written espe- 
cially for children from 5 to 10. Church, home and 
school libraries everywhere will welcome _ this 
beautiful illustrated volume. It is easy to read with 
large type. It is faithful to the Scriptures. 


“My Sermon Notes on Bible Characters.” Rev. 
William P. Van Wyk. Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $1.75. This is a worthy addition 
to the expanding series of “Sermon Notes.” In the 
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‘clear exposition of the Scriptures it breathes an 
evangelistic spirit. The language is pungent and G  @ ] W ™ 5 
‘ olorful. Every sentence is pithy. 


*Pulpit and Choir: 
“Falsifiers of History.”” An original document on pie 


‘the origin of World War II. Published by the Com- Headquarters for 
‘mittee for the Promotion of Peace, New York, RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 
‘ N. Y. / Church Furniture - Stoles 
ia Si SS Embroideries - Vestments 


z i ve? Hangings - Communion 
% Church News a, NN Sets . Altar Brass Goods 

Viational sxe, oF 
Dr. Ogden Recovers 821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA 
On “~/ ~~ ~~ Dr. Dunbar H. Ogden re- 
‘turned to the pulpit of the Napoleon Avenue , ‘ 
Presbyterian Church after an absence of seven The Faith That Satisfies 
Sundays, caused by an attack of bronchial pneu- 
monia. He has recovered from the sickness and is Mineteen Sermons OF The Late 
gathering strength steadily but slowly. During 
this difficult period the work has gone forward DR. WM. M. ANDERSON, JR. 
well under the leadership of Mr. Paul Richards, ; 
Assistant to the Minister, and those associated with A former pastor of First Presbyterian Church, 
him. Dallas, Tex., and author of Through the Bible 
Reading Course. A book of simple Gospel Ser- 
, mons by one of the most popular preachers 
Rev. Henry H. Sweets Retires From The Staff Of and teachers of the Southern Presbyterian 


. ‘ a Church. A book suitable for ministers, lay- 
The Executive Committee Of Christian men, and young people. Available at cost, 


Education And Ministerial Relief $1.25. Send orders to Joe Hoppe, 3524 Bink- 
ley, Dallas, Texas. 


GIVE BOOKS FOR 
CHRISTMAS 


Bible Story Books and Adventure Stories for 
the Children; Finer Christian Fiction fer 
Young People and G@rownups; Devotional 
Books, Bible Study Aids, Reference Works 
_ Commentaries for the Bible Student and 
astor. 


WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville .. North Carolina 









































At a meeting of the Executive Committee of 
Christian Education and Ministerial Relief on Oc- 
tober 21, 1948, consideration was given to a com- 
munication from the Stated Clerk of the General 
Assembly calling attention to the fact that the 1945 
revision of the Book of Church Order providing for 
the compulsory retirement of ministers extended the 
act as follows: “This provision for automatic re- 
tirement at the age of seventy shall apply also to all 
Ministers serving the Church, its agencies, or its 
courts, in any other capacity.” (Par. 147) This of 
course would include Rev. Henry H. Sweets who 
had served as executive Secretary from September 
1, 1904 to September 1, 1943. 


The 1948 General Assembly had requested the 
Executive Committee of Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief “to consider the possibility of 
retaining Rev. Henry H. Sweets on the staff of the 
Committee for one year.” Fortunately the Com- 
mittee was able to prevail upon Dr. Sweets to 
remain on the staff as consultant, and in this ca- 
pacity he has rendered excellent service. 
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Dr. Sweets has served as a member of the staff 
of the Executive Committee with a graciousness 
and efficiency which characterized his adminis- 
tration as the executive. He has neither attended 


law of the Church, and in terminating his official 
relationship as a member of the staff of the 
Committee. | This Committee has recognized at all 
the meetings of the Executive Committee nor of times that it is a servant of the Church and seeks 


- - - to know and to do its will. 

the General Assembly in order to avoid any possi- 
ble complication. The Committee is confident that it voices the 
The difficul : ‘ Stites tebe towel sentiment of the whole Church as it expresses to 
k itficulty of securing elficient help 1s we Dr. Sweets the loving appreciation for his long, 
hown today. Dr. Sweets possesses the capacity faithful. and efficient service 
for promoting Christian Higher Education which ‘ Wade H Boggs 
the Committee greatly needs and which has been Executive Secretary 
a available to the —, The ——e 7 
of this continuing service has been recognize y Lo 
€xpressions of appreciation on the part of the Gen- Committee On Negro Work 


eral Asse ; 
ineetes Atnieion fog Bae ag ——" Received from the Church, 1947 $24,803.96 


Received from the Church, 1948 ........ 51,404.79 





Dr. Sweets is in full accord with the action of ; ——— 
the Executive Committee in complying with the Increase for Eight Months $26,670.83 
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Presbyterian Program of Progress and 


the Budget of the Church 


The Five Year Budget 
The Presbyterian Program of Progress seeks large 
special gifts over a period of five years for the Exe 
cutive Committee of Foreign Missions, Home Mis- 
sions and Religious Education and Publication. 


It seemed wise to the General Assembly “in view { 
of the pressing needs immediately” to put its request 
for the work of Christion Education and Ministerial { Volume 
Relief in the Budget of the Church. In addition to the 
amount formerly requested (11.25 percent of the total 
amount asked for Assembly Causes), the a 
Assembly requested an increase of $150,000.00 a year for five years, $750,000.00, or 15.3 per- 
cent of the total sum requested for all causes of the General Assembly. 


Enlarging Service 


These additional funds are to be used to develop more generous co-operation and increased 
usefulness to the Synods in their work for students and for their institutions of higher educa- 
tion. As these increased amounts become available they will be used: 


1 To further and strengthen the Student Work in all parts of the Church, $60,000.00 each year. (f 

2. To maintain Competitive Scholarship Contests throughout the entire Church, $15,000.00. 

3. To stimulate larger budget support to make our colleges more worthy and effective, $60- 
000.00. 


4. To challenge the Synods to more adequate support of their Theological Seminaries, $15- | 


000.00. 
Progress Of The Program 


The Program was launched too late to get into the budget for 1947-48. In this year from April 
1 to December 1, 1948. a total of $40,621.34 has come to the Louisville Office as this Com- | 


mittee’s part of the Program of Progress and is being used as directed by the General As- 
sembly. 
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More Rapid Progress Needed 


The General Assembly also has earnestly urged that the Joy Gift—which goes to our faithful 
ministers who have been forced to retire and the homes of those who have died—be largely 
increased. This must be done! They must not be overlooked as we seek the larger sums for 
the Synods’ work of Christian Higher Education. 

Our Church should have before it the fact that an increase over the regular budget receipts 
of this Committee of an additional sum of $109,378.66 must be received between now and 
March 31, 1949, if the Program of Progress amount of $150,000.00 is made available to guide 
and prepare our students to make Christ known as the answer to the world’s strife and fear 


and sin, and to strengthen our Presbyterian Colleges and Theological Seminaries for their 
loyal and needed service. 


THE PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND MINISTERIAL RELIEF 
Wade H. Boggs 




















_...... Secretary William H. Hopper... SS. s Treasurer 
510 Urban Building — Louisville 2, Ky. 
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